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Dear Chairman Taub and Vice Chairman Acton:

On behalf of the American Lung Association, I am pleased to share more
with you about the impact the U.S. Postal Service and mail has on the 32
million Americans with lung disease, and also share with you our strong
opposition to removing the CPI inflation cap on postal increases.

The U.5. Postal Service has had an important and unique role in the
American Lung Association's history and we are proud to be strong
supporters of an affordable and robust postal service. The American Lung
Association is the leading organization working to save lives by improving
lung health and preventing lung disease. For over one hundred years, thg
American Lung Association has funded research and programs that save'.
lives and reduce the burden caused by lung disease - our nation's third
leading cause of death.

Established in t9O4, the Lung Association is one of the oldest nonprofit
organizations in the United States. The organization was founded to
battle one of the most serious health threats of the time, tuberculosis. lt
was successful in this effort and over time broadened its mission and
charitable programs to combat other threats to lung health, including
asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD),,lung cancer, air
pollution, and smoking.

Since the launch of the Christmas Seals@ campaign 110 years ago - the
very first direct mail fundraiser - direct mail has been a crucial
component of Lung Association's work. Today, direct mail generates
over twenty-five percent of Lung Association's income from public
donations and remains the single largest source of donation income to
the charity . ln 2Ot6, Lung Association spent more than $5 million on
outgoing postage (primarily at nonprofit rates) and generated over
$ó00,000 in first class return postage. Our ability to fulfill our missions is

critically dependent on our ability to operate and develop resources
efficiently and in a cost-effective way.
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Our direct mail fundraising allows the American Lung Association to deliver key programs to the
32 million Americans with chronic lung disease, including funding research to improve

treatments and find cures for lung cancer, asthma, COPD and influenza; giving children the tools
they need to manage their asthma so that they can stay healthy in school and be ready to learn;

fighting for healthy air and keeping kids from smoking.

Above-inflation increases in the postal rates charged for market dominant products would
hamper the Lung Association's ability to fight lung disease. Because the Lung Association relies

on direct mail campaigns as an important source of revenue, higher rates of postage limit our
reach and reduce the net revenue that our organization can spend on critical lung health
programs and lung disease research funding. Indeed, even with CPI-capped rates of increase,

weathering tough economic conditions while staying true to our charitable mission has been
difficult.

lf the CPI cap were removed and the postal service were free to increase postal rates faster than
inflation, it would reduce the American Lung Association's ability to raise significant funding
using the mail to combat lung disease. Further rate increases would force ALA's Board of
Directors and management to divert resources away from direct mail operations and attempt to
replace that revenue stream through alternative channels, which would also result in fewer first
class responses.

We urge the Postal Regulatory Commission to keep the CPI inflation cap on postage increases

moving forward, allowing the American Lung Association and other nonprofit organizations to
continue our historic and mutually beneficial partnership.

Sincerely,

Harold P. Wimmer
National President and CEO

CC: Commissioner Tony Hammond
Commissioner Nanci E. Langley


