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ORDER NO. 2663



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
POSTAL REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, DC 20268-0001



Before Commissioners:	Robert G. Taub, Acting Chairman;
Tony Hammond, Vice Chairman;
Mark Acton;
Ruth Y. Goldway; and
Nanci E. Langley



Competitive Product Prices	Docket No. CP2015-30
Global Expedited Package Services 3 (MC2010-28)
Negotiated Service Agreement



ORDER CONCERNING MODIFICATION TO A GLOBAL EXPEDITED PACKAGE SERVICES 3 NEGOTIATED SERVICE AGREEMENT



(Issued August 14, 2015)
[bookmark: _GoBack]INTRODUCTION
On August 11, 2015, the Postal Service filed notice that it has agreed to a second modification to the existing Global Expedited Package Services 3 negotiated service agreement (Agreement) approved in this docket.[footnoteRef:1]  The Modification revises Article 2, Choice of Payment Method, by allowing the Mailer to pay postage to the Postal Service through a different Postal Service-approved PC Postage Provider.  Notice at 1.  The Modification does not make any additional changes to the Agreement.  The intended effective date of the Modification is August 11, 2015.  Id. [1:  Notice of the United States Postal Service of Filing Modification to Global Expedited Package Services 3 Negotiated Service Agreement, August 11, 2015 (Notice).  The Postal Service filed the revision to Article 2 (Modification) in public and non-public versions.  The public version appears as an attachment to the Notice.] 

COMMISSION ANALYSIS
	The Modification concerns contract administration; it does not affect the cost coverage or rates associated with the Agreement.  Consequently, the Commission reaffirms its findings in Order No. 2331 and approves the Modification.[footnoteRef:2]  However, the Commission finds the effective date of the Modification must be the date of this Order, as the Postal Service filed the Notice the same day it intended the Modification to go into effect.  The effective date established by this Order should not interfere with the ability of the Postal Service's contract partner to make postage payments to the Postal Service as required under the existing Agreement. [2:  Order Approving Additional Global Expedited Package Services 3 Negotiated Service Agreement, January 26, 2015 (Order No. 2331).] 

ADVANCE NOTICE REQUIREMENT
	In accordance with 39 U.S.C. § 3632(b)(3) and 39 C.F.R. § 3015.5(a), the Postal Service should file notice of changes to competitive product rates or classes not of general applicability at least 15 days before the effective date of the change.  In cases where the Commission has determined the proposed modification does not impact a rate, class, or the findings the Commission made in the order approving the agreement, the Commission has reaffirmed its initial findings without noticing the change for comment.[footnoteRef:3]  However, historically, the Postal Service has filed the modification sufficiently in advance to allow the Commission to confirm that the modification does not impact its prior determinations.  To allow the Commission adequate time for advance review, in the future, modifications to terms in negotiated service agreements concerning changes in authorized payment methods must be filed at least 7 days prior to the intended effective date to facilitate advance Commission review.  This is consistent with the Commission’s requirements for advance filing of a modification extending the expiration date of a negotiated service agreement.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  See, e.g., Docket No. CP2013-34, Order No. 1799, Order Concerning Amendment to Priority Mail Contract 50, August 5, 2013.]  [4:  See, e.g., Docket No. CP2010-77, Order No. 1796, Order Granting Motion for Temporary Relief, August 1, 2013, at 2.] 

ORDERING PARAGRAPHS
It is ordered:
The Amendment filed in Docket No. CP2015-30 on August 11, 2015, is approved subject to an effective date that coincides with the date of issuance of this Order.
Modifications to terms in negotiated service agreements concerning changes in authorized payment methods must be filed at least 7 days prior to the intended effective date.
By the Commission.
	


Ruth Ann Abrams
Acting Secretary
