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Secretary
Postal Regulatory Commission
901- New York Ave, NW
Suite 200
V'fashington, DC 20268
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Dear Ms. Grove,

I am writing in support of the retention of the contract Post
Office in Careywood., LD. I case # A2015-2. Apparently, the decision
to close the P.O. was based on inaccurate and out-of-date information.
The P.O. had fallen into a sorry state by the time the o1d postmaster
retired, last summer. The new postmaster has refurbished. the building,
extended the hours, computerized the office, and gdded,new'services.
She also acquired a tenant for the adjoining space, since the P.O. has
to rent the entire property. Customer traffic increased and the entire
operation became p::ofitable. No attempt was made by the USPS to ascertain
the present situation, or to negotiate a new contract. This was a great
d.isservice to the community, which is centered on the P.O. It is, for
example, where all community notices are posted. Moving the postal boxes
to the neighboring town of Athol is simply not practical. It is too far
for daily mail pick-up, a dangerous drive in winter weather, and forces
us to have a maj-ling address and physical address in different counties.
The cost is also -formidable. It may seem trivial a gallon of gas per
day to pick up one's mail but with over L20 boxholders, it amounts to
approximately $100r000/year, several ù.imes the cost of running the P.O.
Of course, it won't come to this because we will just pick up our mait
once per week' but how many Americans would consider that adequate
postal service? Others may opt to instal-I route boxes, but for many of
us in this rural area that means a mailbox located half a mile or more
from our resid.ences, unSecured on a major highway. This is also not an
acceptable alternative.

Irm sure you now know about the unseemly manner in which this affair
has been conducted. To top it off, the anonymous bureaucrat responsible
sent workmen, who had been ordered to get up half an hour eaÈ1y, to take
out the old postal boxes a day before they were supposed to be closed.
Perhaps he thought his d.esired. fait accomplí required more accompli.



I-,have also heardlthat he (or someone like him) has been calling
the Athol P.O. to see if we have been complainirg, and that he was
told that we werenrt. Of course not - we are not going to take óut our
grievances on the postal workers in Athol, who are quite decent people
and not the ones responsible for our problems. We have taken our case
everywhere we thought it might do some good the local neu/spapers,
TV stations' politj-cans, and the PRC. No one in the USPS has shown
the srightest interest in listening to our case t ot providing an
honest reason for shutting down the p.o. ¡ orr âs r said previously,
even determining the current situation. f hope the Commission will
be able to review the closure, and. make a recommendation based on
accurate information.

Thank you for your kind attention.

Yours sincerely,
L

Dr. Vüi11iam T
PO Box 379
Careywood, ID

Hardy

83809
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From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"Professional" <proadjrs@msn. com>
<j u I ie. e I mer@ prc. g ov>
Tuesday, March 24,2015 6:43 AM
Case # P2015-2 Careywood Post Office

We depend on this local PO whih is about 1 mile from our home. Our family moved to this'ärea
10 years ago and we use and depend on this excellent facility everday! Service has been
excellent and we can't bear the thought of it closing, which would require us to travel ay least 20
miles RT to the nearest PO.
PLEASE PLEASE don't allow this Post Office to close.
Clyde and Mary James
141 Moran Mdws.
Careywood, Idaho 83809
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March 30,2015
CASE #42015-2

Shoshanna Grove
Secretary
Postal Regulatory Commission
9CI1 New York Avenue, NW Suite 200
Washington, DC 20268

Dear Shoshanna,

I am writìng today regarding the closure of the post offrce in Careywood, ldaho 83809. I

realize that to someone in an off,ce in our Nation's Capital, who is interested in cutting costs,
the Careywood Post Office seems to be of no significance.

To the residents of our rural area in North ldaho, the Careywood Post Office is vital to our
existence. Many of us, living rurally as we do, do not go to town very often. We receive
checks, bills and packages vital to our life at the post office. ln winter, many of us are snowed
in for several days at a time. Making it to the post offÍce is a big dealfor us then. We see
neighbors and finci they need a helping hand. They find we are running low on firewood and
bring us some.

The P.O. Boxes have now been moved to Athol, ldaho. Athol is a 30 minute round trip from
my home. The parking lot at Athol is small and, in my opinion, cannot service the needs of
the extra traffic. lf I decide to have my rnail delivered to a box down on the County Road, it is
subject to theft. Also, at this time, the rural caniers do not deliver packages, so my packages
would be ieft at Athol. I make the trip to Athol about twice per month. I cannot budget the
extra expense and wear and tear on my vehicle to fetch my mail at Athol.

Speaking of expense, all of the Careywood residents are going to end-up spending thousands
of dollars a month on extra fuel. Thís is an unfair tax on us.

f have heard three reasons given for closing our post off,ce. One is that Highway g5 is going
to be widened, so the building will be demolÍshed. The second is that our Post Office looses
money. The third is that there is no contract with the postmistress.

First, Highway 95 is not going to be widened for at least 10 years. The section which goes
past the Careywood Post Office is slated to be the last section to be widened. No funding is
currently in place for any more work on the project. We have a letter from the DOT stating so
\Meh this becomes a viable reason, and if the building cannot be relocated, close it then with
a month's notice.



Second, I am all for dosing Govemment projects that loose money. I am told that the
Careywood Post Office does not loose money and that the revenue generation is up

significantly over the previous Postmaster. A few weeks ago, we attended a Town Hall
Meeting with our Senator, Mike Crapo, and a canier from the Coeur d' Alene Post Office
stood up and spoke. He said that the Post Offìce he worked out of was loosing money. lf the
goal is to close locations that operate at a loss, please be fair and start with the ones that
Ioose the most money first.

By forcíng people of Gareywood who wish to maintain a P.O" Box, to drive to Athol, you are
"wastlng" resources. The individuals will collectively incur thousands of dollars a month in
increased fuel costs, with essociated taxes. The State Highway will incur unnecÆssary wear
and tear from all of the extra trips to Athol. The rural mail carrier will incur extra expenses
driving the extra 15 minutes to Athoi to sort the mail, and extra expenses to deliver the
increased mail volume on the Rural Route to those individuals who choose to no longer keep
a P.O. Box. This especially does not make sense, when the truck that collects and delivers
mail to the Post Office locations drives right by the Careywood Post Office every day.

The last reason that f have heard for closing the Careywood Post Office is thai no contract
negotiations could be reached with the cunent Postmistress. As far as I know, that is true,
because the US Postal Service has not tried to negotiate her contract. She is wllling to
remain at the Careywood Post Office if the Postal Service would only work with her. Now that
the Post Office is actually closed and the future is uncertain, she will need to be íooking for
work. PLEA-SE ACT QUICKLY to re-open the Careywood Post Office before severe
irreversible damage has been done to all of us citizens of Careywood.

ln closing, I believe that the US Postal Service has acled before gathering all of the relevant
information regarding the Careywood Post Off,ce. The actions of the US Postal Service are
damaging and discriminating to the residents of Care¡rwood, Idaho. Action needs to be taken
IMMEDIATELY to re-open the Careywood Post Off,ce"

Thank you for your consÍderation,

I
Sheila Falconer
PO Box 47
Careywood, iD 83809
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