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pecial Semces Special services--such as Certified, Registered, Express Mail, Delivery C@Q

onfirmation, Signature Confirmation, and COD—may be obtained from the carrier by leaving a note
in the mailbox along with the appropriate payment. The carrier will provide the services that day and
leave a customer receipt in the mailbox on the next delivery day.

s Holding Maiﬁ%ers who will be away for an extended time, such as a vacation, may request
that their mail be held at the Post Office during their absence. Upon returp, the customer agks the
Post Office to resume delivery. (1) o haos @ Tv Blve 35 e Agurd Dip
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Additionally, Ms. Ecker mentions Reaf Estate investments made by the Postal Service. The USPS is n
in the Real Estate investment ind{stry; however, USPS does own.some of its mail processing ang

Office facilities. 34 P13 ‘,__ .. AL @Mxﬂ,ﬁ-/l %%Q

Please accept our sincere apologies for any inconvenience this may have caused your Elmo “Tﬁ m

constituents. If | may be of further assistance in other Postal matters, please do not hesitate to contact
me at (816) 374-9186. My direct line below is available for your office use also.
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Manager Consumer & Industry Contact
300 W. Pershing Rd Ste. 207
Kansas City, MO 64108-9631
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MATT REID/St. Joseph News-Press

A view Is shown of the fmnt doors facing Elghth Street of the U.S, Postal Service main post offige in Downtown St. Jogeph.
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Postal Serv1ce says current space too large for office

By KRISTIN HOPPA
St. Joseph News-Press

After the announcement of the U.S.

P sale of
ree post offices within the city, the
:S. post oiffice Down-

town remains in limbo.
e four-s \buildi located,
S. Eighth S once a hub
of Downtown act1v1ty w1th a thriv-

ail servi operatlons below

-

a series of murals on St. Joseph his
tory, upper floors primarily remaine
vacant with hallways lined by lockéd
rooms.
“Obviously, the (U.S. post offic
building is a major asset to us Down-
town,” said Becky Boerkircher, execu-
tive director of the Downtown Part-
nership. “It’s a historic building that
has been here forever, and it’s a very
viable building for Downtown.”
Dedicated in 1939, the federal struc-
ure housed previous tenants such as
he local divisions of the U.S. District
Court, the Internal Revenue Semce

ongressman Sam Graves has a dis—;‘

Q:Federal—Bmeau-oﬁ—Im
= ——

"‘__'_,_,.-— _:',.-—-—-—:.:_'_ —
& on the top floor. Whﬂe‘th N
picy Co fes docke
dates about once a month, the roughly
90,000-square-foot structure remain
pnmarﬂy empty.
one time, there were also-
attorneys in there because a lot of law
firms got their start there,” said Ray
Sisson, a Coldwell Bank Realtor who
once leased office space in the build-
ing. “We had the building listed for
lease for two years ... tenants would
want renovations, but (the federal post
office) couldn’t get the dollars to do
that.”

Please see WHAT/ Page A5
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Mr. Sisson said that the building re-
mained a sturdy, well-maintained prop-
erty, but lack of modern amenities, se-
curity improvements and basic property
upgrades could not be completed. The
value of the building in 1940 was $775,000
and about $11.8 million in 2009.

“The sale price of the building really de-
pends on the commercial market today,”
said Richard Watkins, spokesman for the
Postal Service, adding that there is no cur-
rent estimated value for the property.

While the U.S. Postal Service delayed
the closing of hundreds of mail process-
ing centers and thousands of smaller
post offices until mid-May, it announced
intentions to close and sell the Pony Ex-
press Station, 1519 8. 10th St., and the Wy-
att Park Station, 2403 Olive St., and sell

and possibly relocate the D ost
. Office to ano wntoﬁnoﬂation.

Sisson said if a private buyer invested
money for updates and renovations, the
potential of the Downtown building could
be unlimited.

«Phe post office basically said they
couldn’t do what was needed to be done
to lease it, so they took it off the market a
few years ago,” he said. “Parking service is
somewhat limited up there, but if the right
person bought the building, it could be
turned into housing, residential use or bet-
ter office spaces. It’s a great old building.”

Mz, Sisson added that the commer-
cial real-estate market in the St. Joseph
area has grown to the point where real-
estate agents are running out of inven-
tory. While the future of the location will
remain unknown until at least May 15,
Downtown supporters hope the building
remains in the St. Joseph landscape.

« A1) we can do is hope for the best,” Ms.
Boerkircher said. “We’ve lost too many
historic assets in our Downtown.”

Kristin Hoppa can be reached at kristin.hoppa@newspressnow.com.
Follow her on Twitter; SINPHoppa.




