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RE: Docket # 
^2012-102An Appeal of the action

Regarding the closure of the Parlin Post OfIice in Parlin, Colorado 81239

Petitioner: Leon K. Oltmann, resident serred by the Parlin Post Offrce

Members of the Postal Regulatory Commission:

I am responding to your invitation of January 17,2012, to voice my appeal. Your invitation
referenced my letter of December 31, 2011. Please accept this late reply of the lllll20l2
invitation, which was received the afternoon of ll24l20l2; I was away from home in Grand
Junction, Colorado (200 miles) for my wife's knee replacement surgery on 112012012.

I have enclosed a copy of my l2l3l/2011 letter, for your reference.

M). apoeal is as follows:

l) There continues to be mixed information, offrcial documents and media coverage, as to
rather a closure decision has in f¡ct been mede. and that now there is only opportunity
forApeal h€d on uùenher or notth decision followed procedure "according to law";

2) My position of action follows the latter of #l above. And, my point ofvieu'is that a
decision for a more efficient delivery of mail is in order. Anq that zuch a decision,
hviq Múe d€ùde inúis cmmunity and ftom media on communities across the
country, should in fact bring about closr¡re of some postal sites, along with additional
ef,ficiency moves to lower the cost of this impottant service nation wide.

3) My pæition address€s tlree posal locations: Parlin, Colorado 81239; Pitkin, Colorado
81241 ; and Sargents, Colorado 81248

4) My appeal (tlæ enclosed lener of I2/31/201I provides avisual ntq of the øea of
consideration); isto considerthe closure of two of the thræ ¡emote, riral ad minirnal
client service sites:

a) As a business decision, both economics and effrciency of service for today as well
as the future should be considered.



b) Consider the consolidation of the three sites into the one site most cenml site to
the three (Parlin),with location on Highway 50 for most economical access a
pdmary consideration.

c) Only two of the above sltes (Parlin and Sargents) arc located on Hwy 50, the
major highway between the area Postal Centers of Salida (to tlte east, 50 miles)
and Montrose (to the west of Gunnßon 60 miles). Locæion on higbway 50 alloun
for ease of both delivery and pick-up of daily mail.

d) The Pitkin siæ is 22 miles from highway 50 on County highway 76, md can only
be accessed by travel fhrough Parlin. Also, üe Pitkin sitE being tb most remote
of the three, has the most pronounced d¡opofl of th three commrmities, of
resifus drdng the winter/mow months.

e) Partio, of the three sites, is geographically the most central to the other three sites.

Ð All of the sites arc served tb¡ough the rental of tbe facilities used-

5) Ir€h úeSded (Fostalrespwe) corrunentthaf,'"of thethreesites,onlyPa¡linhas
recently lost its poshasted' (statement suggest in past 6 months).

a) I understand that the above action can be demonsnrarcd on paper, thus as an

official action.
b) In rcatity úc P{tin poõt masu was gæ trom the Parlin siæ in excess of l8

mofflr; with knowledge of this being a permanent move to another site, and that
qualified individuals hd stated hreÍesf in ttß Fulin pos* mNer posfu filling
the vacmcy rvas delayed-

c) Thb cùrcrrlfu sooilts to hove bm us€d m *availùle" justification for current
consiM ætion.

6) Other cost cuning actiom ue appmpime md ae ufustmd æ çlryriae in ny
discussions inall th,ee of tlrese corrrnmities Cmideræions:

a) A Sorten dcy fur hsÈm d poúNt sites @a, 7 or E AM to n(xrn or 2 PM)
b) Moday ürougþ Friday schodule (closwe on funrdoy)

Thilk you for the opportrmity to express üesepoints of viery,

Respectfully,

[,eon Olünann
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P'O' Box 45

Parlin, Colorado 81239

Ph: 970ôt1S055 E-mail: lkol3iio@sisna.com

December 31,2011

Postal Regulatory Commission
901 New York Abe NW Suite 200
Washington, DC 20268-0001

Postal Commission:
RE: Post Office

(Parlin, Seargent and Pitkin, )

I write this letter ftom the perspective of:
1) A resident of the postal areas of the above mention

, representing the2l The immediate past president of the QuarÞ Creek
communities of Parlin , Ohio City and Pitkin, Colorado.

Thank vou to the Postal Commission for the opportunities provided for community input through
question/answer sessions and letters on this topic.

A need for chanoe is apparent, if not long over due. The still imPortant issue is that such change needs

to ha\re careful review of issues and community circumstances plus applbation of common sense.

Change put in place, it would seem should meet un¡versal criteria; I offer the following:

1) bemonstrate sound economical practice; efficient delivery of services to the greatest numbers of
people in the most economical manner.

2) Recognize the Congressional action (Law) for providine Postal service most specifically

to smalland ruralcommun¡ties/postaldependent areæ, and prevent¡ng the Post Office closures

that will have a dramatic adverse impæt on üìe communities fthis objedive is reæonized as beino

in conflkÍ víth#l. as was rerynized when Ønqress rrlssed the leqislationl. Post Offices are part

of a universal communlcations network.

3) Demonsfate a system whictr recognizes he developnent of altemative cybercommunication

dvances, lnterUing to wnSiment sudr systems raher han compete wih them. This point also

drarvs atþntbn to areas (rennte and inter-npuntain) where such communication is not available.

Certahlyüte

pdncipbs applled have 4plirntion to oher areas. Following is a diagram of the area:

ñ Pitkin

(40 miles)

Gr¡nnison --- lzmiles -------Padln----'-20 miles -----Sa¡gent ---- a mountain pass -- Salida

#//rylo+ (MonarchPass)

l) From Gunnison (easÐ to Salida" Colorado is a62 mile distance on U.S. Hwy 50.

Mona¡ch Pass is 10,000 ft, creating a natural barrier between the two commr¡nities as

well as an issue regarding weather problems (snow and ice) six months of the year.

2) The entire a¡eao considered here, is sparsely inhabitod:

ofüce locæion consists of a gas station, a restaurant, and; residents - perhaps l0
year around, a¡ea ranches and some summer residents.



50. The post office location consists of a convenience store and some c¿bins. It
sits on the junction to County IJwy 76 which travels north to Ohio City and

Pitkin.

(clustered box unit). The community consists of 30 year around residents and

double that number for the summer.

months due to sno\À¡. There are 30 - 40 year around residents, which increases to
perhaps 80- 90 in the swnmer months.

3) When servine this arca. the following defined options are offered:
a) option I - Maintain the Parlin Post office (close Sargent and Pitkin):

r' Most centralty located between Gunnison and Monarch Pass

{ IÆcated on Hwy. 50; Hwy 50 is the primary transportation corridor
between Salida west to Gr¡nnison and west to Montrose, Colorado

/ Located at junction of Hwy. 50 and County Hwy 76, which travels

north to Ohio City and Pitkin.
/ Is the most cenûal location allowing for distribution to Sargent (20

miles eas't) and Pitkin plus Ohio City (the 22 miles to the north)

b) Option 2 - Maintain the Parlin and Sargent Post OfEces (close Pitkin):
{ Both Post Offices are located on Hwy 50; the postal fansportation

route between Salida and Gr¡nnison; requiring only a stop along tk
existing postal route for mail drop+ffmd pick-up-

c) Ootion 3 -Close all ûrce Post OfEces; serve communities through the

CBUs (clustered box unit):
r' Be[eve this decision would be most contrary to Congress

legidaion; significant reduction of serr¡ice for the ruraUremote

a¡ea between Gunnison and Monarch Pass.
{ Maintaining the Pitkin Post Office would se€m to be tk most

iæfficient o'ptondue to disance from Hwy 50 and the

inefficiency of serving other commrmities; Pitkin sits at the end of
County Hwy. 76 and travel duing sþxr months'

Other Considcr.tions:
@hortffpostal d¿ys and closue onSaturrdays) were changes supported

during community input sessions. Such clranges make economical sense, while
maintaining posúat services fu resideßts and area tnninesses in this rur¿l and rernote ¿rea.

2) Comments (Docket 1376876. item 44 provided by the postal servíce rcflectíng thc

conversation from 5/13/201I ìnput mæting in Ohìo Cìty.
,/ The information reflected tlrat the Parlin pomaster position was vacatd 5l24ll0;

this informøion does not reflect properly the situation. The prstmaster was

te,mporarily placed in Almont, Colorado l8 months príor tc ',he 5124 date . And,

conlrary to poslal service guidelines the Parlin Post Office was wiüPU a

iìî:l;li:ìsi.--i'i;e ? )'e'rrs plus, even ihough qualified and inlerested candidates were

available, and in fæt the OIC scrving the office is acanJi,JaLe lor Lirc ¡rusiliorr-
3) Change in the delivery of Dûstal sen'iccs ís ín orclcr' In:Íi.ltrtítrg :-!¡::ir;¡i-' '"' iíti i='ff''i'' 

't'' )
ru'it cunsìtlerutiçn lt¡r geogr4phic ìssues along with existiqg community popul*ions
s'--,--!lìs inrFortenl. Thank you for yottr audicnce on this tqpic-

Respectfulty


