
To Whom It May Concern:

Postal Regulatory Commission
901 New York Ave. NW, Súte 200
Washington DC 20268
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November 20,?OIL

Enclosed you will find a petition from the residents of
Strandquist who want you to keep the Strandquist Post Office
open. The post office is a vital part of the community and the
people would really miss it if you close the post office.
The Strandquist Post Office was started in 1899 and a
complete history is also enclosed.
Some of the corrments people are making are as follows:
The Bethesda Church mails their newsletter and other mailing
from here and do not want to drive to Karlstad to do this
mailing. Many people feel that driving to Karlstad, which is in
Kittson Co. does not make sense, they would rather go to
Newfolden, which is in Marshall Co. Also the public meeting
that was held in June would have been better attended if it was
held in the evening rather that during the day when many
people are working. They also feel that the revenue savings
are not correct due to the fact that the office is now being
served by a OIC who get no benefits of sick leave, annual leave
or holiday pay. Also an OIC get paid less than a Postmaster.
The OIC is doing an excellent job and giving good service to
the community, Also the lease on the building the post office
is in has at least one more year and is not that expensive.
Please keep these facts in mind before you close the post office
in Strandquist.

Sincerely,
Strandquist Residents
$'f trcr¡rdFv 
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November l0,20ll

We the residents of the community of Strandquist would like to petition the U.S. Post Office to
keep the Post Office in Strandquis! MN open.

The post office is a vital part of our community and we don't want to lose it.

IF YOU \ilO LIKE TO SEE THE STR UIST POST OF'F'TCE R OPEN.

PLEASE SIGN THIS PETITION.
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We the surrounding area residents that use the Post office at Strandquist, l\lln. Would
like to keep the Post of,fi.ce open.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE STRA}IDQUIST POST OFFICE
REMAIN OPEN,

PLEASE SIGN THIS PETITION.
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Strandquist Post Offrce

John E. Strandquist staræd the Lund post
office in 1899 with C.M. Carlson. The original
building was locatÊd 2 l/4 miles west of the present
day town of Strandquist. Shandquist was officially
appoinæd posünaster on Febnrary 7,1899. Some
of the old deeds still have "village of Lund" de-
scription and a l902map shows the Lund post of-
fice locæed on the NE 1/4 of the NIV 1/4 of Sec-
¡on 29. Tovmship records name the Lund post
office as one of the official siæs for posting meet-
ing notices. I\fr. Strandquist then sold outhis share
toAnton Sundberg andmovedeastto sttrt another
one on the site now occupied by David Rux. Anton
Sundberg had sold his share to Rasmi Nelson and
Carlson sold out to Andrss Sihlberg. The Soo Line
Rail¡oad came through in 1904 andMr. Lr¡nd, who
had operated the post office west of town, had
movgd into the village. When the rail¡oad came
tlnougt¡ Strandquist also moved his business into
the village. This rp.sulted in the village having two
post offices, narnely Lund and Strandquist In 1906
the Soo Line wanted the village named Wistow,
but Mr. Strandquist was a shre$rd businessman as
well as able politician, so ¡s managed to retain his
post office and the village kept the name
SEandquist.

J.E. Strandquist was the first postmaster
and served for 15 years. During this time, Ottina
Rokke, who had taught school in the district where
he hadlived, was offered aposition as boot&eeper
and assistant until 1914 when Civil Service Ex-
ams were given and Iæonard Constantine was ap-
pointed posfinaster on November 2ß, lgl4. He
served until ill health forced him to resign. John
Nelson was appointed on Novembver 2, 1916,
serving long enough to oversee the new post of-
fice buílding being built on Main Snleet He re-
signed and Nels Sundberg finished the term but
was draftéd into the armed services for WortdWar
I. OttinaRokke was then appointedActing post-
masterand (eightmonths laæç onMay
29, tg3s)Postmaster, serving eight years. During
Rl Sænnes' tenn" a riew building was built next
to Huset's Store. Politics again entered the picture
and men were drafted into the armed service for

master.
Following Dolpha Johnson's tenure'

celebration in 1999, which included an open house

club, joining Lincoln Township (1990) and the

Strandçrist School (1992) -
nr*t mail delivery meant there had to be

people available to physically sort and deliver the

-"il to residents. N-P. Nelson was the first mait

carrier, three years as a stæ route from Englund

and Florian twice a week. In 1909, it was made

into a nral rouæ. In 1916, N.P. Nelson resigned

and Eddie Anderson, Herb Johnson, and Fred

Anderson served a short time each ' l¡ l92l'

ñnally cars wer€ used in the swnmer months only'

Rasmi Nelson was well known for singing when

he delivered the mail- IIe could often be heard

Charles Krarg. delivered the mail after Rasmi



Nelson retired. He delivered the mail for 40 years'

from 1937-77. Ron Krogstad served as a carrier

from1977-1980. The current rural mail ca¡rier is

Ginger Latson, who has served in that capacity

since 1980.

Postmasters

Date AppointedName

John E. Strandquist
Leonard C. Franzen
John P. Nelson
Ann O. Rokke
Edwin O. Stennes

(Acting Postmaster)

Edwin O. Stennes

Dolpha E. Johnson

Gladys C. Johnson
(Acting Postrraster)

Gladys C. Johnson
Iola S. Rokke

(Officer in Charge)

Iola S. Rokke
Ead Vleck

(Ofñcer in Charge)

Loretta J. Bothum

Early Post Office.

East side, current Post Office.

021071t899
ru28l19t4
t7tozll9L6
0710211918
0911511934

05t2911935
Ol'toslt94r
r2lr3lt965

tuosl1966
o2t281t977

r0t3011982
ru22l1985

t2t2u1985

Current Post Office.


