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Enclosed you will find a petition from the residents of
Strandquist who want you to keep the Strandquist Post Office
open. The post office is a vital part of the community and the
people would really miss it if you close the post office.

The Strandquist Post Office was started in 1899 and a
complete history is also enclosed.

Some of the comments people are making are as follows:

The Bethesda Church mails their newsletter and other mailing
from here and do not want to drive to Karlstad to do this
mailing. Many people feel that driving to Karlstad, which is in
Kittson Co. does not make sense, they would rather go to
Newfolden, which is in Marshall Co. Also the public meeting
that was held in June would have been better attended if it was
held in the evening rather that during the day when many
people are working. They also feel that the revenue savings
are not correct due to the fact that the office is now being
served by a OIC who get no benefits of sick leave, annual leave
or holiday pay. Also an OIC get paid less than a Postmaster.
The OIC is doing an excellent job and giving good service to
the community. Also the lease on the building the post office
is in has at least one more year and is not that expensive.
Please keep these facts in mind before you close the post office
in Strandquist.

Sincerely,
Strandquist Residents

Strasage, St,mr. 5e758



November 10, 2011

We the residents of the community of Strandquist would like to petition the U.S. Post Office to
keep the Post Office in Strandquist, MN open.

The post office is a vital part of our community and we don’t want to lose it.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE STRANDQUIST POST OFFICE REMAIN OPEN.

PLEASE SIGN THIS PETITION.
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11/10/2011

We the surrounding area residents that use the Post office at Strandquist, Mn. Would
like to keep the Post office open.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE STRANDQUIST POST OFFICE

REMAIN OPEN,
PLEASE SIGN THIS PETITION.
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Strandquist Post Office

John E. Strandquist started the Lund post
office in 1899 with C.M. Carlson. The original
building was located 2 1/4 miles west of the present
day town of Strandquist. Strandquist was officially
appointed postmaster on February 7, 1899. Some
of !the old deeds still have “village of Lund” de-
scription and a 1902 map shows the Lund post of-
fice located on the NE 1/4 of the NW 1/4 of Sec-
tion 29. Township records name the Lund post
9ﬂice as one of the official sites for posting meet-
ing notices. Mr. Strandquist then sold out his share
to Anton Sundberg and moved east to start another
one on the site now occupied by David Rux. Anton
Sundberg had sold his share to Rasmi Nelson and
Carlson sold out to Andres Sihlberg. The Soo Line
Railroad came through in 1904 and Mr. Lund, who
had operated the post office west of town, had
moved into the village. When the railroad came
throu.gh, Strandquist also moved his business into
the village. This resulted in the village having two
post offices, namely Lund and Strandquist. In 1906
the Soo Line wanted the village named Wistow,
but Mr. Strandquist was a shrewd businessman as
well as able politician, so he managed to retain his
post office and the village kept the name
Strandquist.
J.E. Strandquist was the first postmaster
and served for 15 years. During this time, Ottina
Rokke, who had taught school in the district where
he had lived, was offered a position as bookkeeper
and assistant until 1914 when Civil Service Ex-
ams were given and Leonard Constantine was ap-
pointed postmaster on November 28, 1914. He
served until ill health forced him to resign. John
Nels'on was appointed on Novembver 2, 1916,
serving long enough to oversee the new post of-
ﬁ.ce building being built on Main Street. He re-
signed and Nels Sundberg finished the term but
was drafted into the armed services for World War
I. Ottina Rokke was then appointed Acting Post-
master and eventually (eight months later, on May
29, 1935) Postmaster, serving eight years. During
Ed Stennes’ term, a new building was built next
to Huset’s Store. Politics again entered the picture
and men were drafted into the armed service for

World War II. As a result, Dolpha Johnson was
appointed Postmistress on April 5, 1941 and served
until 1965. She was the daughter of the first post-
master. '

Following Dolpha Johnson’s tenure,

Gladys C. Johnson was appointed acting postmas-
ter on December 13, 1965. Less than a year later
she was appointed Postmaster on November 5,
1966 and served in that position for another 11
years. During Mrs. Johnson’s tenure, the current
building was built. It was completed in 1975. Upon
Johnson’s retirement, ola Rokke was appointed
Officer in Charge on February 28, 1977. Lorene
Westberg was then appointed Postmaster on De-
cember 17, 1977. Tola Rokke returned to the Of-
ficer in Charge position on September 29, 1982
and was officially appointed Postmaster on Octo-
ber 30, 1982. Earl Vleck served in the capacity of
Officer in Charge for one month, from November
22, 1985 until our present Postmaster, Loretta
Bothum was appointed on December 21, 1985.
Mirs. Bothum oversaw the post office’s centennial
celebration in 1999, which included an open house
as well as a special postage cancellation commemo-
rating the centennial of the Strandquist Post Of-
fice. It became yet another member of the century
club, joining Lincoln Township (1990) and the
Strandquist School (1992).

Rural mail delivery meant there had to be
people available to physically sort and deliver the
mail to residents. N.P. Nelson was the first mail
carrier, three years as a star route from Englund
and Florian twice a week. In 1909, it was made
into a rural route. In 1916, N.P. Nelson resigned
and Eddie Anderson, Herb Johnson, and Fred
Anderson served a short time each. In 1921,
Ingvald Rokke was appointed carrier for route
number one, a position he served until 1966. Rasmi
Nelson was appointed in 1913 for route number
two. Horses were used in the beginning and
finally cars were used in the summer months only. -
Rasmi Nelson was well known for singing when
he delivered the mail. He could often be heard
long before he was in site. After serving for over
25 years, Rasmi Nelson was eligible for pension
in 1937. He retired to the town of Newfolden.
Charles Kranz delivered the mail after Rasmi



Nelson retired. He delivered the mail for 40 years,
from 1937-77. Ron Krogstad served as a carrier
from 1977-1980. The current rural mail carrier is
Ginger Larson, who has served in that capacity
since 1980.

Postmasters
Name Date Appointed
John E. Strandquist 02/07/1899
Leonard C. Franzen 11/28/1914
John P. Nelson 11/02/1916
Ann O. Rokke 07/02/1918
Edwin O. Stennes 09/15/1934
(Acting Postmaster)
Edwin O. Stennes 05/29/1935
Dolpha E. Johnson 04/05/1941
Gladys C. Johnson 12/13/1965
(Acting Postmaster)
Gladys C. Johnson 11/05/1966
Tola S. Rokke 02/28/1977
(Officer in Charge)
Tola S. Rokke 10/30/1982
Earl Vleck 11/22/1985
(Officer in Charge)
Loretta J. Bothum 12/21/1985

Current Post Office.

arly st ice.

East side, current Post Office.




