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PARTICIPANT STATEMENT

1. Petitioner(s) are appealing the Postal Service's Final Determination conceming
Smyrna post office. The Final Determination was posted 9/9/LL

(date)

2. In accordance with applicable law, 39 U.S.C. $ 404(dX5), the Petitioner(s) request
the Postal Regulatory Commission to review the Postal Service's determination on the basis of
the record before the Postal Service in the making of the determination.

3. Petitioners: Please set out below the reasons why you believe the Postal Service's
Final Determination should be reversed and returned to the Postal Service for further
consideration. (See pages of the Instructions for an outline of the kinds of reasons the law
requires us to consider.) Please be as specific as possible. Please continue on additional paper if
you need more space and attach the additional page(s) to this form,

SEE ATTACIIED
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VILLAGE OF SMYRNA APPEAL OF POSTAL SERVTCE'S DETERMTNATTON
TO CLOSE THE SMYRNA NY POST OFFICE

DOCKET # tZ01-1-78

The Town of Smyrna is a Iarge rural area with the incorporated
Village of Smyrna as its gathering place.

The Village is a busy, active place with many people in town
daily residents, employees of l-ocal businesses, church
members, and an incredible number who sLop regularly Lo use
the Post. Office andfor t.he Smyrna Market, two doors down from
the Post Office.

Through t.he efforts of the Village Government, the housing
stock within the village l-imits v/as increased by 18å in the
past fift.een years, most of iL affordabl-e housing for people
who are retired, disabled or have l-ow incomes. A strong
selling point to funders of the projects was the fact that a
person coul-d l-ive here wit.hout a car I as Lhere are the Post
Office, two churches, the general store, a public library and
a county-wide bus service. Instead of living in a community,
cit.izerrs are truly concerned that without the Post Office, the
store wil-l soon cl-ose, and individuals and the community will-
become isolated.

During the I99O's, the Village install-ed a municipal septic
sysLem, and completed the muni-cipal water system which had
been started in the early '80's. With Lhose additions,
Smyrna's largest employer, Baillie Lumber, expanded its
facilities, choosing Smyrna over another l-ocatj-on to expand
because of these municipal services.

5 . Vlithin t.he village limits are:

a. Baillie Lumber, âs noted above

Five storefronLs on NY State Route 80, on-Iy one of which
is empty, and the ot.hers contain Clippinger Law offices,
two sides of t.he Smyrna Market, and our great Post.
office. Across a side street is the Village Clerk.

Opposite the storefronts on Route B0 are a garage with a
mechanic, and our incredibly active Fire Department. A
bit to the east is the Village Ha1l and Public Library.

Half a block downhill are the Town Hall-, which is being
renovated it is an ol-d opera house, and the histori-c
Smyrna School-/ now the Schoofhouse Apartments, efeven i-n
al-l-.
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Heading further downhill- toward Baillie Lumber,
the Town Highway Depart.ment and Smyrna Feed, a

you find
business
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which brings many people into the community.

The area is also home Lo many small businesses such as
artists, privat.e conLracLors, painters and plumbers. These
people al1 depend on Lhe PosL Office for mail, for delivering
packages, made more convenj-ent by the ease of parking right
out front..

The geography of the V1llage of Smyrna fimits activities, in
that it is built into t.he side of a hil]. In addition to
Route 80, there are only four side streets, two of which dead-
end in the Vil-lage.

There is no place to l-ocate parking l-ots of any kind, so
parking is on the shoulders of the roads, which does not stop
people from coming Lo town for our great community events, the
Town Band ConcerLs on Monday evenings (for the past 96 years)
in the summer f rom t.he porch over t.he Library, chicken
barbecues which bring people from all over, despite having to
park hal-f a mile up the road at t.imes, trick-or-treating and
SanLa's arrival- in town on the back of a fire truck.

New York State would have rebuil-t Route 80 with proper curbs
several years â9o, however the Vill-age government asked t.hem
noL Lo, because al-1 on-street parking woul-d have been
eliminat.ed, except perhaps in the business dist.rict. We are
concerned that mail boxes will- have the same effect, âs mosL
of the Village does nol have grassy areas between the
sidewal-ks and t.he road it is too narrow.

10. Getting to mailboxes is also a concern in the wint.er, since
there is so l-itLle space for the plows to move the snow off
the road frequently it ends up on the sidewalks, which
would mean it. would be packed in around the mail-boxes.

11. The nat.ural gas industry has come into this area, and drilled
many gas wells within the Town of Smyrna. Many more are
anticipated when New York State allows fracking, and Smyrna
may see real- growth then.

L2. It does not make sense t.o us, Lhe Mayor and Village Board,
that the Postal- Service did not appoint a postmaster when the
l-ast one moved on, and that now t.riggers a review of the need
for the Post Office you caused the review.

13. We read the newspapers and know that the Postal Service is in
big financial trouble, but we are not willing t,o have you
sofve your money problems (by an infinitesimal amount) by
placing the burden on our people and our community to travel
f or mail, to l-ose our identity, and to become a l-ess
attractive place for businesses and residents who might want
to settle here.
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