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May 6, 2011

Via Facsimile (202) 228-0282 (202) 225-1168

(212) 688-7444 (518) 610-8135
U. S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand Congressman Chris Gibson
478 Russell 502 Cannon TOB
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C 20515

Re:  The Threatened Closing of the Old Chatham, N.Y. Post Office
The Honorable Gillibrand and Gibson:

On behalf of your constituents, I write to ask for your immediate assistance in stopping
the Postal Service plan to close our Old Chatham Post Office (see the attached letter dated April
22, 2011). I worked at this Post Office for 30 years, and I don’t want my village to lose its
identity which it surely will if this is taken from us.

As you both are aware, Old Chatham is an historic hamlet situated in the North of
Columbia County. This Post Office has been located within the hamlet for over 130 years, and at
its present location for the past 60 years. I was born and raised here and started working at the
Post Office in 1968. In 1975, I became the Postmaster and served in that position until my
retirement in 1998.

From my years of experience, I can tell you with certainty that our Post Office is the heart
of our community along with our general store and Jackson’s. We have a very high degree of
walk-ins because of our hamlet location, and a very high ratio of P. O. Box holders to rural
delivery recipients.

The closing of the Old Chatham Office will not_result in_any savings for the Postal
Service but will in fact cost our residents dearly both emotionally and financially. The Postal
Service cites the key savings as eliminating my former position now that I have retired — I retired
13 years ago!

When we attended the community meeting on Tuesday May 3" the Postal Service
representative could not provide any cost analyses, and admitted that the addition of rural
deliveries, which certainly will result as the alternative venue is 6 miles away, will actually cost
the Postal Service more money! But that cost will be even greater for all of Old Chatham’s
residents. With gas prices approaching $5.00 a gallon and projected to go higher, burdening your
constituents, many of whom are senior citizens, with six miles a day in unnecessary travel on a
very difficult road is a significant financial penalty--costing local residents hundreds of dollars a
year.



The relocation will result in a loss of revenue and additional expenses for all our local
businesses. Also significant is the decline in property values, and a corresponding loss of local
tax revenues, when the Postal Service eliminates this zip code and community designation which I
guarantee you, based on my years of experience, will in fact occur.

Finally, one can’t put a price tag on the cost of losing the heart of our community!

Rural areas such as ours do not deserve to lose this service. Everyday something more is
taken from us. Just last year we lost our local fire service and now this threat. It is time we as

taxpayers are heard!

The Old Chatham community is in total consensus: 100% of her residents want to SAVE
THEIR POST OFFICE.

Please help us achieve our goal and thank you! We will be in touch with your offices next
week.

Very-truly yours,
(= L 4-«]
CEigned by KM)
Gail H. Lundy
947 Albany Turnpike
Old Chatham, New York 12136

gailhl@peoplepc.com

Former Postmaster, on behalf, and at
the request, of the residents of the
hamlet of Old Chatham.

ce: All Old Chatham Residents



