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ORDER NO. 665
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

POSTAL REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, DC 20268-0001

Before Commissioners:
Ruth Y. Goldway, Chairman;

Mark Acton, Vice Chairman;

Dan G. Blair;


Tony L. Hammond; and

Nanci E. Langley
Lancaster Post Office
Docket No. A2011-2
Lancaster, Tennessee

ORDER DENYING REQUEST FOR ORAL ARGUMENT 
(Issued February 4, 2011)

Allen O. Mason (Petitioner) requests oral argument in this appeals proceeding.
  Under the Commission’s rules, oral argument will be held when a party makes a showing that, due to unusual circumstances, oral argument is necessary in addition to written filings.  See 39 CFR 3001.116.  
In support of the Request, Petitioner contends that oral argument is necessary to prevent the Commission from basing its decision on misinformation provided by the Postal Service.  Id. at 1.  The Lancaster Post Office was suspended in 2003 when the postmaster was granted a transfer and the leased facility was deemed to suffer from safety and health deficiencies.  Petitioner argues that the Postal Service failed to inform customers of the suspension and failed to give customers an opportunity to respond to the suspension.  He further indicates that the building housing the post office is currently up to code and available for leasing.  Id.
The Postal Service opposes the request arguing that Petitioner has failed to provide any claim of special circumstances which warrant oral argument.
  The Postal Service adds that the Request repeats arguments that were presented in prior pleadings.  Id. at 2.
Petitioner’s arguments in support of the Request are already reflected in the underlying record in this proceeding.  See, e.g., Participant Statement at 2 ¶ 7 (“The residents of Lancaster were never given an explanation or the opportunity for recourse when the facility was put on temporary suspension of services in 2003.”) and Petition for Review at 1 (“The building that houses the Lancaster Post Office is in a state of repair and will meet standards.”)  See also United States Postal Service Comments Regarding Appeal, January 3, 2011, at 3.  Thus, Petitioner has not made the requisite showing of unusual circumstances necessary to warrant oral argument.  Accordingly, the Request for oral argument is denied.
It is ordered:
The Letter Requesting Oral Argument, filed January 25, 2011, is denied. 
By the Commission.

Ruth Ann Abrams
Acting Secretary






�Letter Requesting Oral Argument, January 25, 2011 (Request).  Attached to the Request were five letters in support of keeping the Lancaster Post Office open.


� Opposition of United States Postal Service to Motion Requesting Oral Argument, January 31, 2011.






