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17 December 2010

Ruth Goldway
Postal Regulatory Commission
901 New York Ave NW
Suite 200
Washington DC 20268-0001

RE: Closure of the University of Oregon Post Office branch 
DOCKET #: A2011-4

Dear Chairwoman Goldway:

I write on behalf of the University of Oregon Senate to ask for a re-consideration of the decision by the US Postal Service (USPS) to close the Post Office Branch at the University of Oregon on
December 31, 2010.

The University branch post office has been in continuous existence since 1950 and there are many University and community members who depend on its services. Many of the current 25,000+ students, faculty and staff at the University of Oregon rely heavily on this post office for
personal needs such as mailing rent checks, paying bills, posting mail, buying stamps and sending packages. University departments and units utilize this branch for University-related mail transactions. The campus post office is also heavily used by our international students, who send and/or receive large packages and who would find it difficult or impossible to access these
services if the post office was moved. In addition, closure of our campus post office would place a significant burden on students, staff and community members who currently receive all their mail in a post office box at the campus branch Post Office.

We are also concerned that the process required in advance of a post office closure was not followed in this instance. U.S. Code Title 39, Section 404 (b)(1) (39 U.S.C. 404 (b)(1)) states:

“ The Postal Service, prior to making a determination under subsection (a)(3) of this section as to the necessity for the closing or consolidation of any post office, shall provide adequate notice of its intention to close or consolidate such post office at least 60
days prior to the proposed date of such closing or consolidation to persons served by such post office to ensure that such persons will have an opportunity to present their views.”

This 60 day comment period was never announced publicly. Few if any patrons of the campus post office were aware of the proposed action or of the need to submit a comment. Without such input, the Postal Service cannot follow the regulations stated in US Code Title 39 Section 404 (b)
(2) which says:

“The Postal Service, in making a determination whether or not to close or consolidate a post office - (A) shall consider - (i) the effect of such closing or consolidation on the community served by such post office;”

39 U.S.C. 401 (b)(2) continues by stating that the Postal Service shall also consider the following criteria when determining whether or not to close or consolidate a post office:

“(ii) the effect of such closing or consolidation on employees of the Postal Service employed at such office; (iii) whether such closing or consolidation is consistent with the policy of the Government, as stated in section 101(b) of this title, that the Postal Service shall provide a maximum degree of effective and regular postal services to rural areas, communities, and small towns where post offices are not self-sustaining; (iv) the economic savings to the Postal Service resulting from such closing or consolidation; and
(v) such other factors as the Postal Service determines are necessary;”

It is not clear that these criteria were used in making the decision to close the University Post Office.

As the elected representatives of University of Oregon students, faculty and staff, we in the University Senate ask for your help to keep our post office open. We look forward to working with you to find a successful resolution to this important issue.

Sincerely,
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Nathan Tublitz
Professor of Biology
President, University of Oregon Senate
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