
Docket No. 42011-5

Postal Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20268-0001

NOTTCE OF FTLING UNDER 39 U.S.C. S 404(d)

TO THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE:

Please take notice that on December 6, 2010, the Commission received a

petition for review of the Postal Service's decision to close the Penobscot Finance
Station, in Detroit, Michigan, The petition for review was filed by Barbara Sherwood
(Petitioner) and is postmarked December 1, 2010.

Petitioner also seeks suspension of the proposed January 3,2011 , closing date,

Pursuant to Commission rule 39 CFR 3001.114(b), the Postal Service's response is due
December 16,2010.

This notice is advisory only and is being furnished so that the Postal Service may
begin assembling the administrative record in advance of any formal appeal
proceedings held upon the alleged (closing/consolidation) for transmittal pursuant to
39 CFR 3001 .1 13(a) (requiring the filing of the record within 15 days of the filing with the
Commission of a petition for review). The Postal Service's administrative record is due
no later than December 21,2010.
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Iüednesday, Decenber 1, 2010

Secretary
Postal Regulatory Comfssfon
901 Nev York Avenue Mf, Suíte 200
Ifashfngton, DG 20268-0001

pln.z 2O2-789-6875
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Barbara Shersood
ü125 Ctene St., Apt. 617
IletroÍt, ltl 48207-3853

ph.: 313-392-OL36

flaott-l

a itt
; ¡l

Dear SecreterT: t\.:c'l
ti)

lte docrnent before you constl.tutes both '....:l r-.r

1) ny PBTTTIoN roR RETTEIT oF A trtrrNAL DETERI,ÍI tATroNrr of the uÈlrir""tei

l-a' r-:

service ro GIosE the DEIRoIT, lll PE{OB
only P.O, Branch 1n the Ffnencfal Dist
645 Grissold Street, Sufte 100, Detrof
Itonday, Januaty 3, 2011, but note tbåt
to custo[ers on January 3, 2011, thet
to custmers sould be Frfday, December
Nes Yearrs Eve, so the branch would undoubtedl-y close eatLy, perhaps around
noon, the exact tÍme of cloeure to be announced
and
2) uy ÄPPLrC,ATrOtf FOR SÛSPENSTON OF lrIS "FI¡IAL DErERttrNATrOt{rr (the planned
closure of the Detroft, lfl PenobscoÈ Bulldlng Postal Store) effective January
3, 20llrpendl-ng the outcome of uy requested revl-ew.

Irve líved at my current address for tselve years. l{y nail- is delivered to
my address by postal carríers at the Gratlot Branch P.O., but slnce the branch
fs located in a dangerous neíghborhoodr I never go Èhere as I sould have to,
by bus. A cíÈy bus outside uy apartnent building, Elu¡ood Torers Apartuents,
can take lne to the Fi¡anclal- District of dosntosn Detroít ín apprortrately 10
rninuf,¿s and I can alLght frm the bus at the NE corner of Grf.srold and
It. Congress, Ín the heart of the SAFE TO BE OIIT AlfD ABOIIT Fln¡nclal DlstrÍct,
steps frou the Penobecot BuLl-dtag and fn a thoughtfully desfgned geographical
area for conductl¡,g fin¡ncíal, legal, and retaíl busíness ín the cluster of
hístorÍc sþscrapers(of whl-ch Ëhe Penobscot Bulldlng is a nagníficent 1928
exãnplg)and aever butldings designed to comlrleuent the architectural -ster-
pieces of Èhe 1920s and beyond: the Eord Buflding, the Buh1 Building, the
Gr¡.ardlan BuildÍng, One lloodsard (one of the arcbitects, llLnoru Ymasakf),
Gomerica Tower (also knosu as One Detrolt Center at 500 lloodward), the Cbaee
Bank Build{ng, Cmpurare llorful Eeadquarters, the First Natfonal Bulldíng,
the Dfne Bufldlng, and the GoJ.eman A. Youug llunÍcfpal BulldLng, mong others.
(I vísh I had an extra copy of the ALA, (^ûnerfcan Instltute of Architects) Gutde
to l¡etrolt Archltecture (rùlch fs sorl.d renovned) ao you could better cmprehend
the beauty and practfcallty of the area around the Penobscot Buildfng and the
buflding Ítself shlch houses the Penobscot Postal Store on the lst floor. Any-
e¡s ¡[{n}fng of good clty planníng vould locate a IIS Post OffLce Branch (as they
dl.d) in the Penobscot Buíldfng because of fts archltecture and central, rell-
guarded, and co¡venient locatLon for all ¡ùo rould reach the area by car, cab,
People l{oyer (elevated dæntosn tralu), bue, and on foot. lte 2 altenrate
brenches should the Peuobscot Postal Store close: the llal-u Fort Street P.O,
and the Postal Store in the Renaíssance Genter (RenCen), each of vbich, over
the years, I have vlsfted once, can neyer substl-tute for the Peaobscot Bufldftrg
locatfon. lte llafn Fort Street P.O. Ls ln a bad uelghborhood and lt sould take
4 buses roundtrLp which l-s out of the quesÈLon for me and ftrs a long sall' frm
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the bus etop uhere I yould alfght to go to l{lllender CenÈer on E.
Jefferson¡ up tbe escal-ator or elev¿tor to the 2ad floor and talce the
Sk¡rall over E. Jefferso¡ to the euall Renaiseance Ce¡ter Post Offfce
and vould defÍnitely be a chore l.f I sere cartTl¡g a bor to be uailed.
As I age (Itu nearfng the end of ty 7th decade), I fucreasfagly apprecfate
the EÀsE of reachl.ng the lretrolt, lfl Penobscot Bul.ldLng Postal Store ¡rhere
Irve alvays had uoet pleaaant exlrerfeuces vlth the ktnd and professional
clerks, eapecfally Jul1e, buylng co enoratfve etæ¡rs (the ouly k{nd Irve
used for years), br{ngl.ng packages for rnal.lÍng, and buyfng rallfng supplfes
(you really sell the beet, rlde, clear paclage and all-purpoae tape uüfch
I use et houe al-uost eyery day for Eaûy putpoaes). Ifhenever I go to the
Penobscot Post¿l Store, I conbl-ue uy b¡nl¡{ng' photocopylng' posË offfce,
goyerment, and retaLl busfness aI-I. ylthfn and around the Penobscot
BufldLug. Should the Peûobacot Poatal Store close, 1t v111 be a bl.g blos,
a sad day for me and for so Dany others, r¡nfortrmately not aa nanJ¡ others
as fn past yeers rrhen thelre sas coesfderably Dore tetafl ou the 1st floor
r¡üere the Poet Offfce fs a¡d on the Concourse belov; I can thfnt of I uaJor
retafl establlshents that heve left the Penobscot BuildÍng fn the last 9
years. I rrlgh 6(rneore sho loved the bulldlng and could afford ft rould buy
the PenobscoÈ Bufldl.ng and recreate the retafl that ouee exLsted for so Derry,
mrny years. lte lack of retal.l fs not aa acute fn any other najor dogntæn
DetroiÈ bufldlng as ft fs Ín the Peuobacot. Of course, the PeuobecoË has the
Frl.end of the Court and -ny floors of offlces and retafl above the lst floor,
but ltrs ¡ot vLslble sben you Guter tbe bufldfng.

Ilhen I yeut to the Penobscot P.O. to buy c(menoratiye st¡ttps on ltednesday,
l{oveuber 3, 2010, I read the upseËtLng t{otice of the Jan. 3, 2011 Glosure
r¡üfch bad been posÈed earlfer that day on the glass double doors to Sulte
100, the Penobscot Poatal Store, havrng flrst heard of the possÍbflity of
closure frm ny specÍal clerk, Ju1Íe, fn the aumer of 2OO9 and hav{-g
wrl.tten aad phoned approprÍate people ín flaahi-ngton IIG and Detroit to trfr
to prevent the closure. I dld uot receive respoDaes frm the sr@er 2009
letters I vrote to Detroit llayor, Ireve Brng, and II.S. Representatlvesr Jobn
Coayers and Carol¡m G'heets Kflpatrick, but I hew that I had alerted then to
the possibtlfty. Eoveyer, Í-n reeponse to ¡þs n¡ny srmer-fall 2009 letters
I rroÈe on the subject of the possible closure, I DID recelve the folloring
gracÍous repl.ies:
Arrg. 26, 2OO9 Nancy Rettfnhouae, Irlatrlct ldanager' Detrolt
Sept. 4, O9¿ Robert l{acGl-oskey at PosÈa1 Senice Eeadquarters, Ilashi-ugtou' DC,

oa behalf of "John Potter (Postilaster Ge,neral), the Postal Board of
Goveraors and all Lnvolved Ln the consolldatfon of Post Offlce statlona
and branches"

Sept. 8, 2009: Debra hrller, Gonsurer Research Anatys¡, Offlce of the Consrner
Advocate, ¡rss[{ngton, IIG

Sept. 8, 2009: Pæela Colllns, llanager' Goosuner Affairs' Iretrolt
Nov. 161 09: U.S. $eoator Garl Levfnr lÍash{ngton' DC

Dec. 22, 09: U,S. Senator Garl LevLn, llashington, DC ¡'rho fnformed me that as
a seaior menber of the Senate Emeland Seeuríty and Govermental AffaÍrs
C@íttee r¡ülch bas legLslative Jurlsdlctfon over the IISPS, he was hoDpy
to report tb¿t as a result of hfs request that the IISPS revleu the LARGE

I{I'}ÍBER of lltchígan post offl.ces r¡nder reylev, that Èhe IISPS had reduced
the total nrmber f.ron 24 to 6. Eorever' at thfs tLne' there Ls only OIIB

Detroit Post Office scheduled for closure effectlve Jan. 31 2011, llY
Post Offlce, wouldntt you L¡or! the Penobscot Bufldfng Postal Store, the
OtrE (l¡ addftLon to the Gretlot Branch) I van3 to 6tay open.
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I vrote to Xuth Golihray on Aprfl 5, 2010 after eeef-ng her for the lst of
2 tLnes ou C-SPÄN, BI¡T I u¡1led ft to the wrong address at 475 LrEufant
PLaza SII and Ít va¡ reÈur¡ed to ue rather than þs1sg forarded. I then
researched the conect addrees for the Postal Regulatory GomIssfoh ¡nd
on [ov. 6, Z0L0rafter readfng the closure notfce at the Peuobscot P.O.
oD ìIoy. 3, 2010rcou1d ee¡d a letter to Rutb Goldvay and It.S. Senator Garl
LevLn. lty nost recent UAI{KS for thefr superb asgfstence follovfng ny
readLng on l{oy. 3, 2010 of the Penobscot Poatal Store scheduled closure
on Ja¡. 3, 2011 are extended to the follorlng for thel.r help
a) by phone ¡nd fa¡r Carol Zsrek' Revlev Goordlnatorr IISPS' Iletroit...snd
b) by phole, Dafl, and far, Annle Keoaedy, Goasrner Relat,long Specialfst,

Postal Regulatory Gomlsglon, Ìlashfngton' DC on behalf of Rr¡th Go1duay,
Gbrlr, PRC.

Both II.S. Senator Garl Levln and Ruth Goldway, Gtafr, Postal Regulatory
CmLssfonrf.qlress ne rrfth thefr cm¡lrehenslve and coupasel-onate under-
Btard{"g of aLL pertfes affected by the USPS and the cball-engea faced by
the USPS fa ueet{ng fte ¡atfonal and luter¡atlonal obllgatlona as ffiE
U.S. provfder of u¿il and paetage dellvery serl-ces ln the nogt dffficult
atnrctural posítfon of befng nel-ther a free-etandlng buei.ness like IIPS,
FsdF-', and DtL, rror e Federel Goverment Deparhent llke the U.S. Deparhent
of Eøel¡¡d Security vhfch the US Postal Sewfce once waa before the Postel'
Beorganízatfou Act of August L2, L97O r¡ül.ch beca-e effectlve on July 1, 1971.

I qrst ¡Iso add that not havi.g acceag to a c@puter, I value the IISPS all
the uore and it r¡ust be reneubered th¿t there are milllons r.to do not uee
c@Itutersr both ln the U.S. and around the sorld.

I belíeve thet the USPS should either be ouce agafn as before Aug. 1970' a
Federal Governent lrepartuent or if a Federal Govemett Seryíce Busfness,
one ¡rtfch reduces Federal Govement fundi-ug ylth incoue frou custoners, but
not, ïüat f rrnd¿¡stand ft to be, a Federal Govement-SIfPERVISE) busLnese,
responsible for all its fund"ûg frm custorreEs, expected to nake a profft
(but for rhon?).
Pleaee fl¡d enclosed a copy of the IISPS NOTICE OF ITEIROIT' lfl PBIOBSCOIT

POSTAL STORE CI¡SURB EFEEGTTVE JÁtrIIARY 3, 2011.

I loolc foryard to your reapoûse.

Darbata She¡rood, ljl25 Ghene
ph.: 3lil-392-OL36 vlth vol-ce

Street, Âpartment 6L7, Det¡oft, üI 48207-3853
rail after 7 rLugs

cc: II.S. Seaator CarI- Levln

enclosure
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È POSTIILSEßVICE

November 3, 2010

Prnoü¡ûlt InrG[ rill Dr Glo¡d i¡ ollrrü¡il f,Zül
As a result of a study conducted last year, the Postal Service has made the decision to

close the Penobscot Finance Station located at 645 Griswold St. Ste 100, Detroit Ml,

However, the office willbe open and operatlonalfor et least 60 days from the date
above.

Career employees will be reassigned ln accordance with appllcable collective bargalning
agreements and esteblished reposilioninþ processes. No dates have been set for
personnel moves at this time.

This was a dlfficult decislon but a necessary one, Because of thc drætlo decllne in mall
volume, the Postal Service ls in a flscal crlsls and must take actlon to reduce the s2e of its
retail and delivery network. By consolidating, streamlining and adjustirg our operalions, the
Postal Service becomes a more efficient and effeclive organlzation.

Local mail delivery will not be arñected by thls move. Full retail services wifl be avellable
in neighboring offices and our ct¡stomers willcontinue to receive the same excellent
service they always have.

Nearby Station or Branch:
George W Young (GVì/Y) Main looated at 1401 W Forl Strcet
Renaiesance Center located at 100 Renaissance Center Ste 1014

lf you have questions, or need additional information, please call at 313226^8723,
Csrol Zarek, Review Coordlnator, EÞhoìt Distric't


