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 By means of Order No. 567 (October 22, 2010), the Postal Regulatory 

Commission docketed correspondence from a neighborhood association 

representing customers of the Delaware Station in Albany, New York, assigning 

PRC Docket No. A2011-1 as an appeal pursuant to 39 U.S.C. § 404(d).1  

Through Order No. 585 (November 15, 2010), the Commission advanced the 

deadline for the Postal Service’s answer to December 6, 2010.  In response to 

Petitioner Participant Statements2 and other pleadings,3 the Postal Service 

renews the arguments set forth in its Notice of Filing4 and its Comments in PRC 

Docket No. A2010-3,5 which it incorporates by reference. 

 This appeal concerns a station, and not a Post Office for purposes of 39 

U.S.C. § 404(d).  As described in the Postal Service Comments in PRC Docket 

                                                 
1 Delaware Station appears on the list of stations and branches identified for possible 
discontinuance in PRC Docket No. N2009-1.  See  USPS-N2009-1-4 - Current List of 
Stations/Branches Identified As Candidates for Discontinuance Study Under Station/Branch 
Optimization/Consolidation Initiative (Public Version) (January 29, 2010.). 
2 Participant Statement Received from Susan J. DuBois, PRC Docket No. A2011-1 (November 
23, 2010); Participant Statement from Diana L. Wright, PRC Docket No. A2011-1 (November 24, 
2010). 
3 Response of Delaware Area Neighborhood Association to United States Postal Service’s 
November 5, 2010 Notice, PRC Docket No. A2011-1 (November 15, 2010). 
4 Notice of the United States Postal Service, PRC Docket No. A2011-1 (November 5, 2010). 
5 Comments of United States Postal Service Regarding Jurisdiction Under (Current) Section 
404(d), PRC Docket No. A2010-3 (April 19, 2010). 
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No. A2010-3, section 404(d) does not apply to retail locations such as stations 

which are subordinate to a Post Office, and the Commission lacks jurisdiction to 

consider an appeal of the discontinuance of a station.  See Comments of United 

States Postal Service Regarding Jurisdiction Under (Current) Section 404(d), 

PRC Docket No. A2010-3 (April 19, 2010). 

 In addition, the procedural requirements of 39 U.S.C. § 404(d) do not 

apply here because the discontinuance of Delaware Station does not qualify as a 

closure as envisioned by 39 U.S.C. § 404(d).  As recognized in PRC Docket No. 

A2010-3, the section 404(d) procedural requirements do not apply where postal 

customers do not lose access to postal services due to the location of alternate 

retail facilities in “close proximity” to the discontinued station.  See Order No. 

477, PRC Docket No. A2010-3 (June 22, 2010) at 7-8.  The Petitioner concedes 

the existence of at least one postal retail facility located within 1.5 miles of 

Delaware Station that provides the same retail services as Delaware Station.  

See Participant Statement Received from Susan J. DuBois, PRC Docket No. 

A2011-1 (November 23, 2010) at 5-6.6  The potential future discontinuance of 

nearby postal retail facilities is speculative, and should not be considered during 

this appeal.  Parties will have the opportunity to raise any arguments relevant to 

the potential discontinuance of nearby postal retail facilities in dockets reserved 

for those facilities. 

                                                 
6 The Postal Service confirms that Academy Station, which offers regular postal services to retail 
customers and has Saturday morning business hours, is within 1.5 miles of the Delaware Station. 
See Notice of United States Postal Service, PRC Docket No. A2011-1 (November 5, 2010), 
Exhibit 2. 
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 For the reasons set forth above, and in the Notice of Filing in this docket 

and the Postal Service Comments in PRC Docket No. A2010-3, the appeal 

should be denied. 
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