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CHAIRMAN’S INFORMATION REQUEST NO. 1
(Issued September 3, 2010)
The Postal Service is requested to respond to the following questions to clarify the record.  Responses should be provided no later than September 8, 2010.
1. Please refer to the Strategic Bilateral Agreement between the United States Postal Service and Koninklijke TNT Post B.V. and TNT Post Pakketservice Benelux BV (TNT Post), Attachment 1. 
a. Attachment 1 to the Agreement lists the Netherlands to USA product streams.  Please describe in greater detail the content of each of the inbound product streams.  For example, in the case of the product stream “Priority Letter Tray” is the content single-piece letter post mail?

b. Attachment 1 to the Agreement also states that:
The rates are set on the conditions that current work-sharing arrangements are substantially maintained.  Any changes to current work-sharing (i.e. sortation and preparation) arrangements will be subject to negotiations and mutual written agreement, including, but not limited to, agreement as to any impact on pricing.

Please describe any entry and worksharing (i.e., sortation and preparation) arrangements applicable to each of the inbound product streams.
2. Please refer to the Strategic Bilateral Agreement between the United States Postal Service and TNT Post, Attachment 1, and the following note:  
* Rates for letter post streams listed above incorporate provisional 2010 quality linked rates, but are subject to adjustment at year end settlement based on the final rates for each calendar year.

a. As there is no single asterisk associated with any product stream, please identify the stream(s) to which the note quoted above applies.

b. The note above suggests that rates would be adjusted to reflect updated final rates.  Are updated final rates possible?  If so, please explain.
c. Are there any other adjustments to rates that might apply and occur during settlement at year end?  If so, please explain.
3. Please refer to the Agreement between the United States Postal Service and TNT Post, Article 1, paragraph 3, concerning rates for the exchange of international products and services between the Parties.  Please confirm that each of the inbound product streams will originate in the Netherlands.  If not confirmed, please explain.  Also, please explain how the Postal Service intends to verify that each of the inbound product streams originate in the Netherlands.
4. Please refer to the China Post Group–United States Postal Service Letter Post Bilateral Agreement, Annex 1:  Letter Post Settlement Rates. 
a. Annex 1 lists the China to USA product streams.  Please describe in greater detail the content of each of the inbound product streams.  For example, in the case of the product stream “Priority Letter Tray” is the content single-piece letter post collection mail?

b. Annex 1 to the Agreement also states that:
The rates are set on the conditions that current work-sharing arrangements are substantially maintained.  Any changes to current specifications (i.e. sortation and preparation) must be agreed to in writing by both parties as provided in Article 18 of this Agreement.

Please describe any entry and worksharing (i.e., sortation and preparation) specifications applicable to each of the inbound product streams.
5. Please refer to the Agreement between the United States Postal Service and the China Post Group, Annex 1:  Letter Post Settlement Rates, and the following note:  
* Rates for letter post streams listed above incorporate provisional 2010 quality linked rates, but are subject to adjustment at year end settlement based on the final rates for each calendar year.

a. As there is no single asterisk associated with any product stream, please identify the stream(s) to which the note quoted above applies.

b. The note above suggests that rates would be adjusted to reflect updated final rates.  Are updated final rates possible?  If so, please explain.
c. Are there any other adjustments to rates that might apply and occur during settlement at year end?  If so, please explain.
By the Chairman.
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