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I believe that it is inappropriate for the Postal Service to introduce significant classification changes in this proceeding without the benefit of any explanation or justification for the change.  In the whole scheme of things the classification changes are relatively insignificant to the complete exigent request.
Some of the classification changes and/or inappropriate rates are as follows:

1. Establishment of a minimum 3-ounce rate for First-Class Mail parcels which results in a 40% increase in the price of a one ounce parcel.
2. Increasing the price of a post card by two cents or 7.14% which is above the 4 to 6 percent desired range.

3. Having two separate International FCM letter rates beyond Canada and Mexico.  For many years now there has been a uniform International FCM rate.  This will be confusing to the mailing public.  A single rate between the proposed $1.02 and $1.06 rates should be chosen.  The $1.06 rate for zones 3 to 5 represents an 8.16% increase.
4. The one ounce International FCM parcel rate anywhere in the world is only one cent more than the domestic rate.

5. Elimination of the half pound Bound Printed Matter rates.


The Commission should consider these points in rendering the Advisory Opinion.
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