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On July 26, 2010, the Affordable Mail Alliance (AMA) filed a motion to dismiss the Postal Service’s exigent rate adjustment request.[footnoteRef:1]  Rule 21 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure provides the opportunity for participants to a proceeding seven days in which to serve an answer in support of or in opposition to any motion. [1:  Motion of the Affordable Mail Alliance to Dismiss Request, July 26, 2010 (Motion); Exigent Request of the United States Postal Service, July 6, 2010 (Request).] 

The Public Representative agrees with AMA that the Postal Service’s Request and supporting documentation fails to satisfy the requirements of 39 U.S.C. § 3622(d)(1)(E).  The Request should be dismissed.
However, the Public Representative believes that the Postal Service’s current financial path is dire, and although it has yet to do so, it potentially could formulate a future request compliant with the requirements of 39 U.S.C. § 3622(d)(1)(E) based upon a severe economic downturn causing a decline in mail volume.  This will be addressed in the Public Representative’s comments at a later date.
The Public Representative agrees with AMA that the Postal Service has not used all of the managerial tools available to ameliorate the current crisis, but does not join AMA in all of its suggestions for resolution of its difficulties.
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