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1. The Postal Service proposes a separate charge for fulfilling postage stamp 
orders and philatelic sales.  See Docket No. MC2010-24.  However, in Docket 
No. MC2008-1, the Postal Service indicated that it often cannot distinguish 
philatelic purchases from regular stamp purchases. 

(a) Please explain how the Postal Service plans to distinguish philatelic sales 
revenues from postage stamp sales revenues. 

(b) Please explain how the Postal Service will allocate revenues and 
expenses between Stamp Fulfillment Services and Philatelic Sales 
products for combined orders for stamps and philatelic items. 

 

RESPONSE: 

1. (a)  
 

In its Initial Response of the United States Postal Service to Order No. 74 

(June 9, 2008) in Docket No. MC2008-1, the Postal Service stated that: 

Stamp Fulfillment Services in Kansas City, MO charges 
shipping and handling charges for all orders submitted, either by 
phone, or via the internet. The main charge is $1 for purchases 
of stamps and philatelic items, such as first-day covers. While 
many of these purchases are clearly for philatelic purposes, 
stamp purchases that originate by telephone or internet are also 
fulfilled in Kansas City and incur the $1 charge. The Postal 
Service often cannot distinguish philatelic from regular stamp 
purchases, and the $1 charge applies to purchases from 
products in the USA Philatelic catalog (which includes all current 
stamps). 
 

Thus, the Postal Service was referring to stamp purchases only when it raised 

the difficulty of distinguishing philatelic from regular stamp purchases.  Except for 

stamp-related items specifically identified in the proposed MCS definition for 

Philatelic Sales (i.e., first-day covers, uncut press sheets, framed stamps, and 

stamp yearbooks), the Postal Service plans to treat all stamp sales as part of the  
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Stamp Fulfillment Services product, regardless of the reason for the stamp 

purchase.  Thus, all revenue from stamp sales will be assigned to the Stamp 

Fulfillment Services product. 

(b) Since revenue from all pure stamp sales transactions will be assigned to 

the Stamp Fulfillment Services product, only about 5 percent of transactions are 

expected to involve combined orders of stamps and philatelic items.  The Postal 

Service is working on a method to allocate revenues and expenses for these 

combined orders between Stamp Fulfillment Services and Philatelic Sales.  
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2. The Postal Service’s proposed Mail Classification Schedule (MCS) language 
states that “Stamp Fulfillment Services provides the fulfillment of stamp orders placed 
by mail, phone, fax or online to the Stamp Fulfillment Services organization.”1  Does the 
Postal Service intend the term “stamp orders” as used in the proposed MCS language 
to “include stamps, stamped cards, envelopes, and stationery”, as suggested by the 
Postal Service?  Request at 2. 
 
 
RESPONSE: 
 
 Yes. 

                                            
1 Request of the United States Postal Service to Add Stamp Fulfillment Services to the 
Mail Classification Schedule in Response to Order No. 391, Attachment A (Request). 


