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In response to Order No. 337,
 the Public Representative hereby comments on the November 5, 2009 United States Postal Service Notice of Classification Changes (Notice). The changes, concerning classification parameters for several services:  Inbound Surface Parcel Post at Universal Postal Union (UPU) rates, Outbound Priority Mail International, Inbound  Air Parcel Post, and Inbound Surface Parcel Post (at non-UPU rates), all parcels shipped internationally.  
The Notice advances the spirit and complies with requirements of title 39, and comports with relevant Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure.  Accordingly, the changes benefit the general public.  

Discussion
The Postal Service notes that, to ensure consistency with The Universal Postal Union Convention provisions (Notice, at 1), documents “having the character of current and personal correspondence” and correspondence “between persons other than the sender and the addressee or persons living with them” shall be prohibited from parcel shipments.  This minor classification change, as the Postal Service observes (Notice at 2), conforms to UPU Convention language which shall have the effect of law January 1, 2010.  
The Postal Service suggests that Mail Classification Schedule (MCS) restrictions on inclusion of correspondence in parcels may be deleted from the MCS text, noting that the Postal Service intends to include the restrictions in the International Mail Manual (IMM).  Because customers mailing outbound Priority Mail International are on notice to consult the IMM for prohibitions and restrictions, this is a sensible approach.  It is unlikely that foreign mailers sending parcels to United States addressees would consult the MCS; but they are subject to UPU regulation.  
Conclusion 

The Public Representative submits that the present Notice of Classification Change(s) complies with title 39 and the Postal Service Notice fulfills all relevant requirements for Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure.  The changes therein benefit customers of the United States Postal Service and the general public.  

The Public Representative respectfully offers the preceding Comments for the Commission’s consideration.  
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