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On September 2, 2009, the United States Postal Service filed two Notices of filing 

Library References with applications for Non-Public Status. 

 

NOTICE OF UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
OF FILING OF LIBRARY REFERENCE N2009-1/11 
AND APPLICATION FOR NON-PUBLIC STATUS 
(September 2, 2009) 

 

NOTICE OF THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
OF FILING OF LIBRARY REFERENCE N2009-1/7 
AND APPLICATION FOR NON-PUBLIC STATUS 
(September 2, 2009) 

 

Both of these Notices contain a seven page attachment attempting to provide 

justification of why providing the Finance Number for the listed facilities will cause 

economic harm.1  

 

The Postal Service also states that  

 

It has long been the practice of the Postal Service to avoid publicly filing its 
finance numbers. In fact, when the Postal Service has been required to file information 
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that would allow for the comparative analysis of facilities, the Postal Service has gone to 
great length and expense to replace finance numbers with dummy numbers, in order to 
protect the financial data of its facilities.2 

 

Apparently the Postal Service is unaware that they routinely release Finance Numbers 

in their own Postal Bulletin.  The Postal Bulletin is issued every other Thursday3 and is 

available on the Internet at http://www.usps.com/cpim/ftp/bulletin/pb2009.htm and is 

also available by subscription from the Government Printing Office. 

 

A regular feature of the Postal Bulletin is the Post Office Changes.  Column 2 of that 

table shows the Finance Number of the affected post office.  Pages 43 through 45 of the 

July 30, 2009 issue of the Postal Bulletin show a sample of this data. 

 

Another source of Finance Numbers is the annual publication of the National Five-Digit 

ZIP Code & Post Office Directory.  Sections 7 and 8 of the 2004 version4 show the 

Finance Number as the first column in the table of New ZIP Codes and in the first and 

seventh columns of Discontinued Post Offices. 

 

A third source of Finance Numbers apparently appears in an Internet site provided by 

the Postal Service at http://www.usps.com/foia/readroom/leasedfacilitiesreport.htm  

showing  

 

USPS Leased Facilities Report    
 

The information contained in the report is provided by the United States 
Postal Service under the Freedom of information Act and should not be 
redistributed or resold.  

 

 

The Postal Service maintains more than 25,300 leased spaces in its facilities inventory nation 
wide. Below is the current national listing of leased postal facilities which includes all fifty States 
and U.S. Territories.  

 
 

Individual postal facilities can be accessed by clicking on the .xls or .csv file for a state or territory. 
The leased information is subject to change and will be updated periodically.  

 

                                            
2  Attachment at 4 
3  The Postal Bulletin has been published since March 4, 1880 
4  The 2004 version is the last version that was issued by the US Government.  A private company 
now publishes the data using USPS data. 

http://www.usps.com/cpim/ftp/bulletin/pb2009.htm
http://www.usps.com/foia/readroom/leasedfacilitiesreport.htm


 3

 

Column D of this spreadsheet shows the Facility ID number which appears to have the 

Finance Number as the first 6 digits.5  These spreadsheets apparently show the 

Finance Numbers for over 25,000 facilities in all 50 states and US Territories. 

 

An apparent fourth source of Finance Numbers exists on the Postal Service's website at  

http://www.usps.com/ncsc/addressinfo/citystate_print.htm 

 

City State Product  

City State Product is a comprehensive list of ZIP Codes with corresponding city and county names. This 
file also contains other names by which a Post Office may be known. City State Product can assist 
mailers with city, state, and 5-digit ZIP validation; ZIP Code™ and finance number assignment; and 
county code/name identification. 

This product is available on cartridge, and CD-ROM and contains approximately 100,000 records. 
Updates are issued monthly or bimonthly, and technical guides are either shipped automatically with a 
subscription or are available upon request. 

Note: City State Product does not contain detailed street data; it only contains city place names and their 
associated ZIP Codes. To perform complete 5-digit ZIP coding of address files, City State Product must 
be used in conjunction with Five-Digit ZIP Product[1], ZIP + 4® Product[2], or Carrier Route Product[3]. 

A sample City State file is available for download. 

Links  

• City State Sample File[4]  

 

Table of Links  

1. http://www.usps.com/ncsc/addressinfo/fivedigitzip.htm  
2. http://www.usps.com/ncsc/addressinfo/zip4.htm  
3. http://www.usps.com/ncsc/addressinfo/carrierroute.htm  
4. http://ribbs.usps.gov/files/addressing/SAMPLES/CityState-sam.txt 

 

Evaluation of the City State Sample File shows a number of entries for Minneapolis MN 

and show a series of numbers in the sample entries that match the apparent Finance 

                                            
5  I compared the data for several Colorado Springs CO facilities with the Finance Number shown in 
the July 30, 2009 Postal Bulletin. 

http://www.usps.com/ncsc/addressinfo/citystate_print.htm
http://www.usps.com/ncsc/addressinfo/fivedigitzip.htm
http://www.usps.com/ncsc/addressinfo/zip4.htm
http://www.usps.com/ncsc/addressinfo/carrierroute.htm
http://ribbs.usps.gov/files/addressing/SAMPLES/CityState-sam.txt
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Number for Minneapolis as shown in the Leased Facilities Report.  Therefore, it would 

appear that a purchaser of this USPS product would have access to Finance Numbers. 

 

 

Based on the above, it would appear that the Postal Service's request to redact the 

Finance Numbers from the public's version of these two library references cannot be 

justified. . I would hope that with all of the material being filed under seal both in this 

Docket and in many of the other recent Dockets, that the Postal Service's requests are 

being carefully evaluated. 

 

I have attached a scanned pdf version of the three pages of the July 30, 2009 Postal 

Bulletin and the first page of Sections 7 and 8 of the 2004 National Five-Digit ZIP Code 

& Post Office Directory. 












