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 Pursuant to Rules 21, 26(d) and 27(d) of the Rules of Practice, American Postal 

Workers Union, AFL-CIO (APWU) hereby moves to compel the Postal Service to respond 

to APWU/USPS-T2-10-12.  On August 6, 20091, over three weeks ago, APWU filed 

Interrogatories APWU/USPS-T2-10-12.  On August 17, 2009, the Postal Service filed 

partial objections to APWU/USPS-T2-10(b), (d), 11(b-m), (o,p) and 12(a),(b)(2-4), (c,d), 

(g).  For the reasons explained more fully below, the Postal Service should be required to 

respond to these interrogatories in their entirety.  

 The Postal Service objections are general and do not conform to the Rule 26(c) 

requirement that objections be “clearly and fully stated.”  The Postal Service filing does 

not identify with any particularity the basis for the objection.  Therefore, it is difficult for 

APWU to respond.  To the extent the Postal Service is claiming a particular privilege or 

other grounds for objection, we request that the Commission afford the APWU an 

opportunity to respond, when and if, such specific objections are raised.  However, 

regardless of the objection, Interrogatories APWU/USPS-T2-10-12 are highly relevant to 

the proceedings and complete responses should be required.   

 USPS Library References N2009-1/1 and N2009-1/2 pertaining to the 

discontinuance studies of Buhl, PA and Washburn, IA, respectfully, were offered by the 

Postal Service as illustrative of the discontinuance process.  APWU seeks discovery on 

these studies, not to litigate the merits of any decisions on Washburn or Buhl, but rather 

                                                 
1 USPS Objection to APWU/USPS-T2-10(b) ,(d), 11(b-m), (o,p) and 12(a), (b)(2-4), (c,d), (g), 
filed August 17, 2009, mistakenly asserts that the Interrogatories were filed on August 16, 2009.  
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to examine them in detail to discover how the process works.  Some of the disputed 

interrogatories seek information about how particular costs were dealt with; others seek 

more general information about how the Postal Service addressed particular issues in 

each study, yet others inquire about the existence of any post-implementation study.  

Generally, Interrogatories APWU/USPS-T2-10-12 all seek to discover what costs are 

considered by the Postal Service and whether public concerns are considered, and how 

they are evaluated.  These issues are not unique to the Washburn and Buhl studies.  How 

the Postal Service considered costs and public concerns are clearly relevant to this 

docket and may impact the advice provided by the Commission.  

 Furthermore, in its Objections, Postal Service stated that it “intends to respond to 

all portions of APWU/USPS-T2-10 through 12 seeking clarification of the discontinuance 

review process generally or how it might operate going forward.”  It has been over three 

weeks since the Interrogatories were filed and two weeks since the Postal Service filed its 

objections.  Yet, to date, no answers have been provided.  The APWU respectfully 

requests that the Commission order the Postal Service to respond to Interrogatories 

APWU/USPS-T2-10-12 in their entirety.   

 
    Respectfully submitted,  

 
 
     
    Jennifer L. Wood 
    Counsel for American Postal Workers Union, AFL-CIO 

  
 


