B e

L B T

CONYENTIOXN
for the
EXCHANGE OF POSTAL MONEY ORDERS
between the

BRITISH GOQLONY OF THE BAHAMAS
and the

UNITRD STATZS OF AMERICA
-=308—

The Post Office Department of the Bahamas and that of the
United States of America, being desirous of mpduy!.n; the
system of exchanze of Money Orders between the two couniries,
the undersigned, duly authorized for that purpose, have
agreed upon the following articles, amending the existing
Convention:

ARTICIE 1.

Issue.

The transfer of sums of money may be made by means of
postal money orders from the Bahamas to the United States
and its possessions (including the Canal Zone, Isthums of
Panagma, and the Philippine Islands) and from the United
States and its possessions (including the Canal Zone, Iasthmms
of Panama, and the Fhilippine Islands) tc the Bahamas.

ARTICLE II.
Forme, maximum, etc,

Sec. 1. The money orders issued in the United States
and its possessions for payment in the Bahamas shall conform,
as nearly as practicable, to model "A", hereto ammexed,
and the money orders issued in the Bahamas for payment in
the United States and its possessions shall, in like mammer,
conform to model "B", also hereto annexed.
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Sec. 2. BEach order shall be delivered to the remit-

ter, to be forwarded to the payee, by and at the expense
of the remitter.

Sec. 3. In filling up the money order and advice,
and the receipts pertaining thereto the writing mmst be in
the English languaze, and in Boman letters and Arabie
numerals, without erasure, alteration or obliteration, and

morder shall contain a fraction of a cent.

Secs 4. The maximum amount for which a single money
order may be drawn is firxed at one Imndred dollars.

Sec. 5. The money orders issued in the United States
for payment in the Bahamas shall be drawn in the United States
: currency (dollars and cents), only, and the money orders

issued in the Bahamas for payment in the United States
shall likewise express the mmount in words as well as in
figures in dollars and cents. The amount in sterling

IR money deposited by remitters may also be entered in the
e orders and advices issued in the Bahamas.
| ARTICIE III.
Currency.

Sec. 1. The amounts of orders passing in both directions
shall be expressed in United States Currency (irticle 2)
and in consideration of the fluctuations of the rate of
exchange between the two countries it is agreed that the
- Postal Administration of the Bahamas shall from time to
time, in accordance with cireuumm. establish and
Fé Fat ’ amomecs for the guidance of Fostmasters, the rate of
conversion of its own money into that of the United States,
as well as the rate of conversion of the mmounts of United

States orders into the currency of the paying country.
Secs 2. The United States Post Office Department will
be duly advised of every change in the rate for the con-

version of amounts of its own issued orders into the money
R s of the paying country, as well as of changes in the rates
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for conversion of orders issued in the Bahsmas for payment
in the United States.

ABTICIE IV.
Trangmittal of paid orders as basis of settlement.

Sec. 1. On the first working day of each month sach
Administration shall prepare in duplicate a 1ist of all
money orders, issued in the other country, which have been
paid at and received from its post offices, and have been
audited. A L

Sec. 2, These lists must exhibit in detail, and in
alphabetical order by States, Territories, Possessions or
Provinces, ss the case may be, the names of the issuing
offices, and the serial mmbers printed on the orders, and
the amount of each order. Ths sum total of each sheet
of paid orders mmst be stated in the summary attached to
the 1ist, in dollars and cents.

Sec. 3. The lists shall be mumbered consecutively
throughout the fiscal year, beginning with No., 1 on the
lst of July of each year.

Sec. 4. Omne certified copy of each list shall be
transmitted on the part of the United States to the Fost-
master General of the Bahamas, at Nassau, and, on the part
of the Bahamas to the Auditor for the Post Office Department,
Washington, D. C.

Sec. 5. BEach list shall be accompanied by all paid
orders entered therein, and shall be forwarded by regis-
tered mail,

Sec. 6. ZREach Administration shall promptly acknow-
ledge the receipt of each list, and shall give notice prompt-
ly of any errors which may have been discovered therein,
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Sec. 7. Shovld any list and the paid orders trans-
mitted therewith be lost or destroyed in transit, the pay-
ing Administration shall prepare a certified copy of such
148t which shall be accepted as evidence of payment of
the orders described therein,

ARTICIE V.
Yees.

Sec. 1. A fee, to be fixed by the country of origin,
shall be collected from the remitter upon each sum of money
transzitted under this Convention,

Sec. 2. Each Post 0ffice Department ghall commmicate
to the other the tariff or schedule of the fees to be es~
tablished by it under ths provisions of this Article, and
also any subsequent change therein,

Sec. 3. The person entitled to payment of a money
order issued in pursuance of this Convention shall not be
subjected, under any pretext whatever, to any commission
or tax on account of the payment.

Soc. 4. Rach of the contracting Post Office Depart-

ments shall keep the fees which it receives for money orders

sart i o sision, SRR

ARTICIE VI.

Payment, Endorsement.

Sec. 1. Payment of a money order may be exacted only
at the post office on which it is drawn after thes receipt
bty that office of the advice required by Article VIII
hereof, dut the Postal Administration of the country of
payment may, at its discretion, cause a money order to be
paid at an office other than that named in the order or

advice.
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Sec. 2. Bach of the two Departments reserves the right
to authorize the transfer, within its territory, by means
of endorsement, of the ownership of orders originating in

the territory of the other.

ARTICLE VII.
List of Offices.

Sec. 1. Each Post Office Department reserves the
right to desigznate the post offices of its country which
may be authorized to issue and pay money orders under the
provisions of this Convention, and shall furmish to the
other, from time to time, a 1ist of the post offices so
authorized, and shall also promptly report any change to
be made in said list.

Sec. 2, The lists furnished by the United States ghall
include the name of the State, Territory or Possession in

which the money order office is situated.

AETICLE VIII.

Advices

Sec. 1. A post office in either country which issues
a money order payable ih the other is required to tranmmit
to the post office charged with its payment, by the first
mail after the issue therecf, an advice corresponding to
the money order in mumber, date and amount,

These advices must be enclosed in envelopes specilally
provided for the purpose, and are to be carried free of
charge. The address shall include the State, Territory
or Possesslon, if paysble in the United States.

Sec. 2. Each advice shall legibly express the following:

lst. In printed charactery the name of the issuing
office, and the name of the State, Territory, or Pos-

gession in which it is situated, and the mumber of ths
corresponding order.
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2nd, In written characters:

(a) The name of the paying office and the name biegiomotin
of the State, Territory or Possession in which it is |
situated.

(b) The amount in United States currency de-
‘posited by the remitter, or to be paid to the owner of
} the order, the date of issue of the order, and the sig~
nature of the issulng poatmaster.

{(¢) The surnames and the ziven names or ini=-
tials of the given names of the remitter and payee, as
well as the address of the payes.

(d) The tusiness designation of a mercantile
concern or firm, or the ordinary name accorded % a cor-
poration, scclety, or organlization, may, however, be
used.

Sec. 3. The advices required by this Article, shall,
if igsued in the United States, conform as nearly as prac-

ticadble to model "A (1)¥, and, if issued in the Bahamas, to

L e v model "B (1)%, both of which are hereto amnexed. e

ARTICIE IX.
Duplicate Advices.

"
Sec. 1. Upon the receipt of formal avplication from

the paying postmaster, the issuing postmaster will promptly
* transmit to the former a second advice, to replace a migs~

PR e (it T ing advice or to correct an error in the origzinal.

O s e B i

ARG E A Sec. 2. Application for duplicate advices shall de

made upon blanks conforming to model *C", hereto amexed.
Sec. 3. In no case may an issuing posimaster change e

the place of payment of an order by means of a second or

duplicate advice.

ARTICIE X.
Paynent—Limitations upon Correspondesnce.

Sec. 1. The orders drawm in pursuance of this Con-
vention shall be subject, as regards payment, to the regu-

lations that govern the payment of domestic money orders in
the country of payment. BREach Administration shall be respon=

S sible for the payment made within its territory.
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Sec. 2. In carrying out matters of ordinary detail under
this Convention, postmasters in the two countries may corres—
pond directly with each other:

(a) In transmitting original advices to the
office of payment.

(b) In making requests for duplicate aivices
and replying to such requests.

(c) In making inquiries regarding the pay-
ment or repayment of orders.

(d) 1In recalling advices of orders presented
for repayment.
All other correspondence concerning money order business
ehall
shall be conducted through the respective Post Office De-

partments.

ABTICIE IXI.
Invalid Orders and Advices.

Sec. 1. The money orders issued in pursuance of this
Convention shall be valid until the expiration of twelve
months from the last day of the month of issue.

Sec. 2. After the expiration of that period, the
advices of unpaid orders shall be returned to the Adminis-
tration of the country of origin for repayment, together
with a detailed statement, certifying that the correspond-
ing orders have not been paid.

Sec. 3. Payment of the amount of an invalid order
may be made by means of a duplicate, to be issued by the
Adminigtration of the country of origin and sent directly
to the Department of the country of payment.

Sec. 4. Payment may also be effected on an original
order which has become invalid, provided aathority to that
effect is obtained from the country of oﬁd.n.

Hpedet iy R

o

S s i e



e - et ]

ARTICIE XII.
Duplicates.

Orders, lost or destroyed, will be replaced by dupli-
cates to be issued by the Administration of the country of
origin, and sent to the Depariment of the country of payment.

ARTICLE XIII.
Repayments.

A money order, or a duplicate thereof, may be repaid
to the remitter, payee, or endorsee, upon presentation at
the issuing office, provided the corresponding advice is
in the possession of the issuing postmaster. In case the
advice has been sent to the office of payment, it shall be
returned by the paying to the issuing postmaster upon the
requsst of the latter. In lieu of a lost advice a certificate
from the paying postmaster to that effect shall be fur—
nished.

ARTICLE XIV.
Accounts, Balances.

Sec. 1. Within six weeks after the close of each fiscal
quarter, two coples of an account similar to Model "D¥, hereto
ammexed, shall be prepared snd transmitted to the inditor for
the Post Office Department of the United States by the Colo-
nial Fostmagter for the Bahamas, exhibiting the balance dus
nmmntmmmxgmw.mm
of which, after proper verification and acmowledgement,
shall be returned to the Colonial Postmaster for the Bahamas.
The latter will then send an acknowledgement of receipt to
the Post Office Department of the United States.

(a) If this verified account shows a balance in
favor of the Post Office Department of the Bahamas,

that of the United States will transmit therewith a

banker's bill of exchange payable on demand in New

York, in dollars, or deposit the amount due in dollars,
with any bank or agent designated by the Colonial

-
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Postmaster for the Bahamas, The latter will then send

an acknowledgement of receipt to the Post Office Depart=~

ment of the United States.
(v) If, on the other hand, said account, after
verification and acknowledgement, as aforesaid, shows

a balance in favor of the Fost Office Department of

the United States, then the Post Office Department

of the Bahamas will, upon receipt of the certified

copy of the same, transmit to that of the United States

& bill of exchange, for the amount thereof, payable

in New York in dollars. The United States Post Office

Department will then send in return an acimowledgement

of receipt.

Bec. 2. If, pending the settlement of an account, one
of the two Fostal Administrations shall ascertain that it
owes the other a balance exceeding one thousand dollars,
the indebted Administration shall promptly remit the approx-
imate amotnt of such balance to the credit of the other.

Sec. 3. The expense attending the remittance of bills
of exchange shall invariably be borne by the Post Office
Department by which payment is to be made.

Sec. 4. Payments may also be made in money, or by
drafts or bills of exchange on other points than New York,

by mmtual agreement between the two Departments.

ARTICIE XV.
Use of Vouchers.

Each Administration agrees to place temporarily at the
disposal of the other any paid order, the return of which
shall have been requested, for inspection or for use as evi-

dence in an investization.

ARTICLE XVI.
Modification of Details.

The two Postal Administrations may, by mutual agreement,
make modification in matters of detall connected with the
exacution of this Convention, in order to provide for greater
security against framd, or for the better worikdng of the
international system.
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3 ABTICIE XVII.
Indirect Exchange with United States Fossessions,

Sec. 1. Until it shall be doened advisable to conclude
Conventions for a direct exchange, it is agreed that ths Post
Office Department of the United States will act as the inter—
mediary in the settlement of accounts arising from an indirect
exchange between the Bahamas on the one hand, and the Canal
Zone (Isthmmus of Panama) and Philippine Islands on the other.

Sec. 2. The genmeral provisions of this Convention shall
be applicabie to such indirect exchange; but the latter shall
be terminable on six months' notice from either country without
prejudice to the duration of the direct exchange of money
orders between the United States and the Bahamas provided for
herein,

Sec. 3. In preparing the monthly lists of orders which
have been paid and mudited (Art. III), orders issued or paid
in the Canal Zome, and the Fhilippine Islands, shall be en~ |
tered separately, and if practicable, on separate ahuh;

ARTICLE XVIII.
Suspension of Convention.

Each of the two Administrations is empowered, under ex-
traordinary circumstances, which may be of a nature to war-
rant the measure, to suspend temporarily the Money Order ser-
vice between the two countries, provided, however, that motice
of such suspension be given to the other Administration imme-
diately, and, if deemed necessary, by means of the tele-




ARTICIE XIX.
In Effect.

This Comvention, when duly signed, shall tske effect on
the first day of August 1521, and shall be in force until
one year after one of the contracting Administrations
shall have notified the other of its intention to termi-
nate it. During such year the Convention shall contimue
to be exscuted fully and entirely without prejudice to
the adjustment and payment of the accounts after the expi-
ration of the term in question.

Done in duplicate and sizned at Nassan on the 7th
day of m; 1921, and at Washington on the 224 dvot
June 1921.
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