
RE: Docket Number R2009-2

My name is Stephanie Mandregan; I live on St. Paul Island, Alaska. My
comment is in regards to Docket R2009-2. I and many of my fellow community
members (those of us that are aware of the proposed changes to the bypass mail
rate) are not in favor of the proposed changes to the bypass mail rate. Here in
Alaska, we have entire communities that are dependent upon bypass mail for all
of our groceries. We already pay extremely high amounts of money for food; the
proposed increase would be devastating to all of the people in my community
and even more so to our neighboring island St. George.

I am pleading with you to reconsider this incredible increase. Even though prices
can be exorbitant here, we choose to raise our families here. We do not want to
be forced to live in the cities. We love the fresh air, the freedom our children
have, and the lack of gangs, violence and larger schools. We treasure our close-
knit communities. The increased rates for bypass would definitely force the hand
of some families to move-unwillingly. We urge you to keep the prices affordable
for our small towns and villages to so we can continue to live in them.

Thank you.

Stephanie Mandregan
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