
 A recent news story on Alaska public radio explain ed the new 
postal rate increases.  While the cost of doing bus iness seems to be 
getting higher for everyone, and we can probably al l tolerate minor 
increases in postal rates (say 2 or 3%) the propose d increases of 
around 40% for large parcels mailed to rural Alaska  is mind numbing!  I 
have already seen the price of a 70 lb parcel (mail ed to myself from 
the grand city of Fairbanks) rise from 10 dollars 6  years ago to 18 
dollars today.  This proposal would drive it up to 26 dollars.  
Residents here already are paying 56 cents per KWH for electricity, 
$7.00 per gallon for gas and all of our food prices  are double what 
they are in the cities of Alaska.  To add this leve l of price increase 
on to the shipping of virtually all the goods that come into these 
communities will cause real (not perceived) economi c distress to many 
families.  You must realize, that bush Alaska relie s on the postal 
service like no other communities in N. America.  W e get our groceries 
thru the mail! We get mechanical parts thru the mai l!   WE don't have a 
choice since we don't have roads!   
 
 An abrupt, drastic increase such as this is unreas onable, even 
for the federal government.  I realize you are a bu siness, and you need 
to operate in the black.  But you also provide a pu blic service to 
Americans and you are disproportionately hurting ru ral Alaskans.  I 
suggest you cut your expenses by shortening office hours at some of 
your 24hr post offices in Anchorage and other large  cities.  Another 
suggestion, start charging people for home delivery !  I never 
understood why you have to pay rent for a postal bo x in a post office 
(where you drive over and get it yourself), but you  can get a federal 
employee to come out in the cold/wind/rain/heat to your house and 
deliver it for free in many places?   Or just ask t he president for a 
bail-out.  If they bail out Citigroup, why not the USPS?  
 
 I seriously doubt anyone there will see the light,  but I invite 
whoever your decision makers are to come visit rura l Alaska.  It's 
beautiful, the people are friendly and resourceful,  and for the most 
part, we do choose to live here.  But the cost of l iving here is on a 
whole different level than the rest of America, and  decisions like this 
one (to raise rates so drastically) seriously impac ts the lives of each 
and every one of us in rural Alaska.  Please recons ider your price 
structuring. 
 
Sincerely, 
Brad, Sandy, Sable and Hawken Scotton 
Galena, Alaska  
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