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The National League of Postmasters file these reply comments in response to
Response to Order No. 71, 73 Fed. Reg. 23507 (April 10, 2008), as extended by Order
No. 91, released on July 24, 2008.

Seldom in the annuals of the debates on Postal Public Policy issues has there
ever been such a consensus as that expressed in the Comments and Testimony filed to
date in this docket. Practically every party in this docket has supported the Universal
Service obligation, the continuation of the private express statues, the retention of the
mailbox monopoly, the retention of six day delivery, and small rural post offices. In
terms of small rural post offices, the Commission has received a broad range of
supportive testimony and comments that demonstrate the critical nature of small post
offices in rural communities, and underlines the relatively minuscule amount of money
that it takes to keep such post offices open.

On this later point, the League would refer the Commission to the testimony filed
before the President’s Commission in 2003 by this Commission’s staff that detailed the

very small cost of small post offices. See Testimony of Robert H. Cohen, Director of



Rates, Analysis and Planning of the Postal Regulatory Commission, Testimony before
the President's Commission on the Postal Service (February 20, 2003) at 2, 9-10. The
League would urge the Commission to update that analysis and put it into its report in
this docket.

That consensus that has developed in the mailing community is fairly remarkable
and rather unusual. It speaks to how important this group if issues is to the mailing
community and to the nation. We urge the Commission to draft a report that strongly
defends the Universal Service obligation and the continuation of the private express
statutes, as well as small rural post offices, the mailbox rule, and six day delivery.

In that report, in addition to updating the small post office figures, we would urge
the Commission to explain why opening up the mailbox raises security concerns and
would tend to increase postal rates by introducing a sortation element to the carrier
function. We would also urge the Commission to set the record strait in terms of six day
delivery and how much money eliminating one day of delivery would or would not save
the Postal Service.

Thank you for considering our views.
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