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 DFS file these reply comments in response to Response to Order No. 71, 73 

Fed. Reg. 23507 (April 30, 2008), as extended by Order No. 91, released on July 24, 

2008.  

 A review of the Comments and Testimony filed in this Docket show an 

unprecedented agreement, in terms of market dominant products, on the issue of the 

Universal Service Obligation (“USO”), the two monopolies, and the other major issues 

raised in this docket.  With only scattered exceptions, every party in this docket has 

supported “USO,” the continuation of the private express statues, the retention of the 

mailbox monopoly, the continuation of small rural post offices and the retention of six 

day delivery for market dominant products.  That consensus is remarkable, and in and 

of itself says a great deal about the critical nature of this set of issues for the mailing 

community in particular and for the country in general.   

 Consequently, DFS urges the Commission to heed this consensus and release a 

report that strongly defends the Universal Service obligation and the continuation of the 

private express statutes for market dominant products.  In that report, DFS urges the 
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Commission to explain why opening up the mailbox raises fundamental security 

problems that would tend to encourage senders of credit cards and other sensitive 

materials, such as DFS, to cease using mail as a preferred distribution channel.  We 

would suggest that the Commission also show why opening the mailbox would tend to 

increase postal rates by introducing a sortation element to the carrier function.  Lastly, in 

terms of six day delivery and small post offices, we urge the Commission’s in its report 

to disclose any hypothosized savings projections that would be reaped by cutting a day 

of delivery, and by closing small rural post offices. 

Thank you for considering our views. 

Respectfully submitted, 

     /s/ Robert J. Brinkmann           
      Robert J. Brinkmann 
      Counsel for DFS Services LLC 

 
      Law Offices of Robert J. Brinkmann LLC 

1730 M St. N.W. Suite 200 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
robert.brinkmann@rjbrinkmann.com 
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