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Pursuant to Order No. 2, issued January 30, 2007, Sprint-Nextel hereby submits its initial comments on how the Commission, the Postal Service, and affected mailers such as Sprint-Nextel (Sprint) can work together to discharge the Commission’s responsibilities under the Postal Accountability and Enhancement Act, Public Law 109-435 (PAEA).

Sprint appreciates the opportunity to provide input on the rules and regulations necessary to equitable implementation of Congress’ vision for the Postal Service.  Sprint has cooperated with the Postal Service in developing many innovative systems and procedures that benefit the entire postal system.  Sprint has also participated actively in omnibus rate and classification proceedings.  Sprint will continue to collaborate with the Commission and the Postal Service to help shape the USPS in the 21st century. 
As a major mailer of several hundred million mail pieces annually Sprint is concerned with the future rules/systems that will govern the Postal Service under PAEA.   Sprint is particularly interested in ensuring that worksharing incentives available to mailers through the process of negotiated service agreements (NSA) are subject to a thorough but concise approval process.  The NSAs approved to date should give the Commission confidence that the Postal Service and NSA mailers do not need the time consuming, expensive procedures that the existing NSA regulations entail.  Sprint urges the Commission to streamline the NSA process by applying principles of light-handed regulation as other regulatory agencies have.  Flexibility is the hallmark of PAEA.  The Commission should streamline its new NSA regulations to afford the Postal Service and affected NSA mailers maximum flexibility in fashioning agreements that serve the interests of the entire postal system.   
Sprint is also concerned about rate predictability and stability under the new regulatory system.  The ability to forecast impact of future postage increases on mailers budgets within a reasonable time frame is essential for large mailers such as Sprint.  It is also very important that the Postal Service work closely with affected mailers such as Sprint and software vendors to ensure that new rates and other requirements can be implemented in a seamless manner that does not disrupt the flow of mail for essential business uses.  
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