
BEFORE THE 
POSTAL RATE COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20268B0001 
 
 
 
POSTAL RATE AND FEE CHANGES, 2006 

             
                     Docket No. R2006B1 

 
 

INTERROGATORIES OF THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE TO 
MAJOR MAILERS ASSOCIATION WITNESS BENTLEY 

(USPS/MMA-T1-18-22) 
 

Pursuant to Rules 25 and 26 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and 

Procedure, the United States Postal Service directs the following interrogatories 

to Major Mailers Association witness Bentley:  USPS/MMA-T1-18-22. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
 
By its attorneys: 
 
Daniel J. Foucheaux, Jr. 
Chief Counsel, Ratemaking 
 
 
 
 
Elizabeth A. Reed 

475 L'Enfant Plaza West, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20260B1137 
(202) 268B3179 Fax B6187 
September 19, 2006 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Postal Rate Commission
Submitted 9/19/2006 4:09 pm
Filing ID:  53482
Accepted 9/19/2006



USPS/MMA-T1-18. 

 

(a) Please refer to Table 9 of your testimony, at page 31.  Please confirm that 

Table 9, and its source table (Tr. 14/3918), apply only to Platinum level 

subscribers.  If you do not confirm, please explain why not. 

(b) Please confirm that the source table also shows fee decreases of at least 30 

percent for all Platinum subscribers using 50 million or fewer scans.  If you do not 

confirm, please explain why not. 

(c) Please confirm that those Confirm subscribers using fewer than 61 million 

scans for First-Class Mail would see a fee decrease of at least 25.8 percent 

(Current fee of $10,000 versus proposed fee of $7,415 (annual fee of $5,000 plus 

9 blocks of units at $70 each ($630), plus 51 blocks of additional units at $35 

($1,785))).  If you do not confirm, please explain why not. 

(d) Please confirm that 29 out of the current 45 Platinum subscribers use 61 

million or fewer scans, based on witness Mitchum’s response to OCA/USPS-

T40-57 (Tr. 14/3976).  If you do not confirm, please explain why not. 

 

 

USPS/MMA-T1-19. 

 

Please refer to your testimony, at page 31, lines 15-17, where you state that: 

 

I am informed that existing Platinum subscribers, who face double 

and triple digit increases are considering curtailing or eliminating 

their use of Confirm. 

 

(a) Please confirm that witness Callow’s testimony on page 17, lines 16-20, 

assumes that a 95 percent fee increase “will have little or no effect on the 

number of Platinum subscribers.” 

(b) Do you agree with witness Callow’s assumption?  Please explain. 

 



USPS/MMA-T1-20. 

 

Please refer to your testimony, at page 32, lines 5-6, where you state that “61% 

of the [Confirm] costs are totally fixed”  Please confirm that library reference L-59, 

Attachment 19, shows that in the test year (FY2008) 59 percent of costs are 

“Fixed (Incremental)” (707,000/1,189,000 = 59%). 

 

 

USPS/MMA-T1-21. 

 

Please confirm that the first word of your testimony at page 32, line 20, should be 

“provide,” rather than “increase.” 

 

 

USPS/MMA-T1-22. 

 

Please refer to page 33 of your testimony.   

 

(a) Please explain further why you direct your primary proposal for Confirm 

service (an annual fee of $2,000 and no additional fees for scans) to First-Class 

Mail Confirm subscribers, rather than other subscribers.  Include in your 

explanation, if appropriate, discussion of your reference in footnote 22 to the 

“huge institutional cost contribution that First Class workshared mailers make to 

the postal system.” 

 

(b) Under your proposal, do you believe that Confirm service costs of $1.2 million 

should be covered by Confirm service fees paid by its subscribers (including the 

proposed $2,000 annual fee to be paid by First-Class Mail subscribers)?  If not, 

please explain.  

 



(c) If your answer to part (b) is yes, please explain how you expect these costs to 

be covered, including whether Confirm subscribers who use subclasses other 

than workshared First-Class Mail should pay higher annual or other fees.  

 

 


