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The United States Postal Service hereby moves that the Commission issue a 

recommended decision in this docket as soon as practicable.  The Postal Service has 

filed this case under Rule 197, which provides for swift consideration of requests for 

extensions of existing negotiated service agreements (NSAs).  The Commission’s rules 

provide for issuance of a recommended decision no more than forty-five days after the 

determination is made to proceed under Rule 197, if the Commission deems it 

appropriate to proceed under that rule, and if no hearing is held.  Rule 197(d), 39 C.F.R. 

§ 3001.197(d).  The Postal Service urges the Commission to expeditiously transmit its 

recommended decision to the Governors, in order to give the Governors sufficient time 

to review and implement any decision before the existing NSA between the Postal 

Service and Capital One expires on September 1, 2006 at 12:01 a.m.1  This would 

allow, assuming affirmative decisions, the existing NSA between the Postal Service and 

Capital One to continue without disruption.  The proposed term extension to the existing 

NSA would permit the parties to negotiate regarding the terms and conditions of a 

                                            
1 The Postal Service expects that a recommended decision issued expeditiously would 
give the Governors adequate time to review and vote on the proposal. 
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subsequent NSA.  The Postal Service anticipates filing a request for a subsequent NSA 

with Capital One to replace the existing arrangement with Capital One within the next 

year. 

The Postal Service submits that no material issues of fact exist in the instant 

docket that would require discovery or evidentiary hearings, and that it would be 

appropriate to proceed under Rule 197.  The proposed amendment to the Capital One 

NSA simply extends the term for one additional year and permits the parties to reach a 

subsequent agreement in the interim.  The Postal Service contends that the instant 

request for a term extension should be afforded “maximum expedition” of procedures, 

consistent with the Commission’s Order establishing Rule 197.  PRC Order No. 1439 at 

8 (May 26, 2005).  Accordingly, the Postal Service respectively requests that, as soon 

as practicable, the Commission issue its order determining that Rule 197 procedures 

are appropriate in this docket and issue a recommended decision expeditiously. 

Finally, the Postal Service further requests that the Commission require any 

participants in this docket to accompany their notices of intervention with detailed 

pleadings responding to an order to show cause why the term extension should not be 

recommended as it has been proposed.  The Postal Service submits that this measure 

would encourage a swift resolution of any outstanding issues and would assist the 

Commission in issuing an expedited recommended decision under Rule 197. 
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