
 
 

BEFORE THE 
POSTAL RATE COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20268-0001 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
        : 
Postal Rate and Fee Changes, 2006   : Docket No.  R2006-1 
___________________________________________: 
 
 

RESPONSE OF GREETING CARD ASSOCIATION IN SUPPORT OF MOTION OF 
THE OFFICE OF THE CONSUMER ADVOCATE TO EXTEND THE TIME FOR 

DISCOVERY 
(June 22, 2006) 

 
 
 Greeting Card Association ("GCA"), a full intervenor in this proceeding, supports 

the Motion of the Office of the Consumer Advocate (“OCA”) to extend the initial 

discovery period to August 2, 2006 (i.e., a 90 day initial discovery period).  As explained 

more fully below, GCA believes the proposed extension is easily justified.  Alternatively, 

initial discovery should be extended until July 28, 2006 as suggested by the Association 

for Postal Commerce (“PostCom”) in its Reply to the June 15, 2006 Motion of Office of 

Consumer Advocate. 

 GCA agrees with OCA that the Postal Service’s filing, and this proceeding,  raise 

important cost and mark-up issues that the Commission has not addressed for many 

years.  It is also true that, if pending postal reform legislation establishes a price-cap 

system of ratemaking, the current case may well “serve as the platform for formulaic 

rate increases in the future.” (OCA Motion at 3).  In addition to these important 

considerations, this case arises in the context of fundamental changes in the mail 

stream: the volume of First Class Letter Mail continues to decrease and has been 

overtaken by Standard Mail volumes.  Addressing the issue of transactions mail, and 

Postal Rate Commission
Submitted 6/22/2006 9:11 am
Filing ID:  49738
Accepted 6/22/2006



 2

the divergence of FCLM due to electronic bill payment and presentation, the 2005 

Household Diary Study (at 33) states that: 

Given the continuing penetration of the Internet into 
everyday life, and the increasing affordability and popularity 
of broadband connections, we expect the trend away from 
traditional mail to continue in the future. 
 

 GCA supports the allowance of additional time to conduct initial discovery into 

these issues and the Postal Service’s filing.  GCA does not believe that it  would be 

efficient to issue a general invitation to  single out particular Postal Service witnesses 

and make their testimony subject to a longer period of initial discovery.  GCA does 

recognize, however, that some (probably not many) witnesses present such lengthy and 

complex testimony that additional discovery time devoted to them would be necessary if 

the Commission decides, as a general matter, to grant only a brief extension1 or none at 

all.  It appears to GCA that witness Thress would fall in this category, and GCA seeks at 

least a July 28 cutoff date for propounding initial discovery to Mr. Thress.  In general, 

however, a global extension of the initial discovery period with regards to the filing as a 

whole makes sense.  As PostCom notes (Reply at 1) an end of July cutoff date is 

consistent with the schedule adopted in R2000-1. 

 GCA believes that the Commission would be well served by granting the 

proposed modest extension of discovery as this will likely lead to a betterment of the 

record, and to such an extent as to outweigh any slight additional burden on the Postal 

Service or the case schedule. 

 

                     
1 For example, at the June 16, 2006 pre-hearing conference some intervenors 
suggested a July 21 cutoff date for initial discovery. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
/s/  James Horwood  
James Horwood 
Spiegel & McDiarmid 
1333 New Hampshire Ave. NW, 2nd Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Date: June 22, 2006 


