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The Newspaper Association of America (“NAA”) hereby submits comments on
the Office of the Consumer Advocate’s notice of its decision not to file a direct case, and
its suggestion as to the due date of briefs in this proceeding.

In its notice, OCA suggested that initial briefs be filed by November 10 and reply
briefs by November 21. These are, of course, much earlier dates than in the current
procedural schedule, which had contemplated the filing of direct cases by intervenors.

NAA does not oppose accelerating the briefing schedule. However, the
November 10 date suggested by the OCA (and the November 14 date now suggested
by Bookspan with the concurrence of the Postal Service) may be difficult for NAA to
meet due to scheduling conflicts among those within the association who internally
review the filing. These conflicts are exacerbated by the intervening Veterans Day
holiday.

NAA respectfully agrees with the suggestion of Val-Pak that a longer period be

allowed, such as three weeks from the issuance of the notice setting the briefing



2.

schedule. NAA has no view regarding the scheduling of the reply brief and does not
currently anticipate difficulties in meeting whatever schedule is set for that filing.
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