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DBP/USPS-46 

The increase in the Single-piece Nonmachinable Surcharge is proposed to be 
increased from 12¢ to 13¢.  [a]  Please provide a complete listing of the criteria 
which will require payment of this surcharge.  Please provide the specific wording of 
each of the required criteria.  [b]  For each of the separate criteria shown in subpart 
a, please confirm that the reason for the payment of the surcharge is that the letter 
can not be processed in the automated system and therefore requires manual 
processing.  [c]  For each of the separate criteria shown in subpart a, indicate 
whether there have been any changes in the mail processing equipment which 
would allow the letter to be processed in the automated system without the need for 
manual processing and therefore allow for processing with payment of the 
surcharge. 
 
RESPONSE:

[a] See Domestic Mail Manual.101.1.2 (June 9, 2005). 

[b] Putting aside mail for which manual processing is specifically requested 

 upon presentation and payment of the surcharge, that is the  operational 

 presumption underlying the surcharge. 

[c] The basis for the surcharge has never been that all mail with a 

 particular nonmachinable characteristic is incapable of being processed 

 on automation.  Mail meeting any one of the nonmachinable criteria has 

 such a tendency to be nonmachinable that a surcharge is assessed to 

 cover a portion of the costs associated with the presumptive manual 

 processing of such mail. 


