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The United States Postal Service hereby objects to interrogatory DBP/USPS-
75(e), filed by David B. Popkin on May 17, 2005. This interrogatory asks for the
number of International Registered Mail pieces, separated by outgoing and incoming
mail, for FY 2000 through FY 2004. The Postal Service objects to providing these
international data because of their lack of relevance to this proceeding.

In this docket, the Postal Service has only proposed changes to domestic postal
services, not international products or services, which lie outside of the Commission’s
jurisdiction. We appreciate what we assume to be the general intent of the
interrogatory to gain a better overall understanding of the circumstances and conditions
leading to the estimate of test year costs, and the proposed fees, for domestic
Registered Mail. Nevertheless, detailed inquiries into international Registered Mail will
not advance that understanding, and will only detract from the goal of efficient and
expeditious review of the Postal Service’s Request. In this regard, a detailed volume

history of the international special service will not illuminate costing and pricing of the

domestic service, and is not likely to lead to discovery of admissible evidence pertaining



to the Postal Service’s proposal.

The Postal Service is planning to respond to other parts of this interrogatory that
refer to the international service, namely, parts (f), (g), and (h), which arguably will help
clarify understanding of domestic operations and how costs for the domestic service are
allocated. However, the specific historical volumes of international Registered Mail are
irrelevant to the costs and revenues of domestic Registered Mail, as will be shown in
the responses the Postal Service will file to other parts of this interrogatory. The Postal

Service therefore objects to interrogatory DBP/USPS-75(e).

Respectfully submitted,

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
By its attorneys:

Daniel J. Foucheaux, Jr.
Chief Counsel, Ratemaking

David H. Rubin
475 L'Enfant Plaza West, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20260-1137
(202) 268-2986, Fax -6187



