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 The United States Postal Service hereby responds in opposition to the 

motion to compel a response to DFC/USPS-21(c), filed (in its final revised form) on May 

16.  The relevant subpart reads: 

c. Please confirm that data from the Collection Box Management System 
(CBMS) reflects data available at the headquarters level and that this data 
may have differed from the data maintained in the CBMS at the district level. 
 If you do not confirm, please explain. 

 

Mr. Carlson argues that the question is relevant because the Postal Service provided 

some CBMS data in response to a request from Mr. Popkin (which was quite similar to a 

request for such data from Mr. Carlson).  In providing that data to Mr. Popkin, however, 

the Postal Service specifically did not waive its objection that the data requested lack 

fundamental relevance to the matters at issue before the Commission.  The Postal 

Service took this precaution specifically to ward off extraneous follow-ups of the type 

which Mr. Carlson’s question represents.  In and of themselves, numbers of collection 

boxes cannot be equated with value of service, as Mr. Carlson attempts to do.  Motion 

at 2.  If the Postal Service removes ten collection boxes from locations where they are 

rarely used, and places five of those boxes in high-volume locations of great 
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convenience to customers, the raw number of box may go down, while value of service 

may go up.  To whatever extent Mr. Carlson wants to attempt to draw conclusions from 

changes in the raw number of collection boxes, however, those numbers have been 

provided.   

 The question to which Mr. Carlson now seeks to compel a response, however, 

veers away from that debate to try to probe an entirely different matter.  Mr. Carlson 

contends that data maintained in the national database may not be as current as 

information maintained in the districts because of lags in uploading.  Even if that were 

true, so what?  As long as the information provided is all from the same level, the 

observed trend is unaffected.  More to the point, whether the Postal Service answered 

the question posed “yes” or “no,” would either answer affect the Commission’s 

resolution of material issues?  Clearly it would not.  The only possible purpose Mr. 

Carlson would have in posing this question, and in seeking to compel a response, would 

be if he intends to attempt to drag this proceeding into an exploration of any possible 

differences between national and district data, with a possible eye towards seeking 

district data.  As stated by the Postal Service in its objection, however, potential 

differences in the Postal Service’s internal operational databases are not relevant to this 

proceeding.  The task at hand is to set postal rates, not conduct a review of the cycle 

upon which district data are uploaded.  Postal management obviously views information 

from the national database to be of sufficient reliability for its purposes, and there is no 

reason why it would not be equally sufficient for purposes of setting nationwide postal 

rates.  That information has been provided, and it is time to move on to other matters.  

 Therefore, the Postal Service opposes Mr. Carlson’s motion to compel a 
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response to DFC/USPS-21(c). 

  Respectfully submitted, 

  UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
 
  By its attorneys: 
 
  Daniel J. Foucheaux, Jr. 
  Chief Counsel, Ratemaking 
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