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DFC/USPS-13.  Please describe all changes to Express Mail service that the 
Postal Service has implemented since the filing date of Docket No. R2001-1 that 
affect delivery of Express Mail on weekends and holidays or that affect delivery 
of Express Mail sent on Fridays, Saturdays, or eves of holidays. 
 
RESPONSE: 
 

When Docket No. R2000-1 was being litigated, the Postal Service had in 

place a national Express Mail network that was designed, in part, to permit 

delivery of Express Mail to a large percentage of addresses in the United States 

on Sundays and all holidays.  During this time period, the Postal Service 

delivered Express Mail to a majority of addresses in the United States on 

Sundays and holidays, with varying degrees of reliability. 

During this time, the Postal Service experienced significant problems with 

the reliability of its transportation network for Express Mail, including problems 

with the Eagle network, commercial lift and surface transportation.  These 

problems were serious and ongoing, and the Postal Service determined that 

corrective action was necessary.  One such corrective response was to contract 

with Federal Express ("FedEx") for provision of more reliable air transportation 

for Express Mail and other classes of mail.  This agreement took effect shortly 

before the filing of Docket No. R2001-1.  Changes have therefore occurred to 

Express Mail service since the filing of Docket No. R2001-1 as a result of an 

agreement made before the filing.   

A limitation of the improved Express Mail transportation network provided 

by FedEx, however, was that this network provided no service on Saturday and 

Sunday nights, and was not in operation on some federal holidays.  Thus, any 

logistical gaps in the Express Mail air transportation network were required to be 



filled by commercial aviation, which remained unreliable, and, in some cases, 

unavailable.  In these circumstances, the Postal Service found that it no longer 

could establish the transportation links necessary to support Sunday and holiday 

delivery in a number of ZIP Codes.   

 


