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 The United States Postal Service hereby objects to interrogatory 

DBP/USPS-44(a), filed by David B. Popkin on April 29, 2005.  The interrogatory 

reads as follows: 

DBP/USPS-44.  Please refer to your response to DBP/USPS-25 subpart d. [a]  In 
a past rate case this information was provided.  Please provide the best estimate. 
 
 The Postal Service objects to this interrogatory as being cumulative and 

not reasonably designed to lead to the discovery of admissible evidence.  

Interrogatory DBP/USPS-25(d) asked the Postal Service for the total number of 

claims that have been filed “in the past year or more” for the refund of postage 

because of the late delivery of Express Mail.   The Postal Service responded by 

stating that such information is not available because refund data is tracked by 

revenue rather than the number of claims.  This response should not have been 

surprising to Mr. Popkin, considering that he asked the exact same question as 
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interrogatory 25(d) in the last two omnibus rate cases, and received the same 

answer.1   

 In its response to interrogatory DBP/USPS-25(d), therefore, the Postal 

Service clearly indicated, as it has indicated in previous rate cases, that it does 

not track Express Mail refund data by the number of claims.  As such, by asking 

the Postal Service to provide a “best estimate” from data that the Postal Service 

has already stated is not available, interrogatory DBP/USPS-44(a) is clearly 

cumulative and not designed to lead to the production of admissible information. 
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1 See Docket No. R2001-1, Tr. 10/2755 (Response of the Postal Service to DBP/USPS-35); 
Docket No. R2001-1, Response of the United States Postal Service to DBP/USPS-87; Docket 
No. R2000-1, Tr. 21/8730 (Response of the United States Postal Service to DBP/USPS-62).  
Indeed, the Postal Service has long indicated that it does not collect information as to the total 
number of refunds requested in a particular year.  See Docket No. R87-1, Tr. 8/5334.   


