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OCA/USPS-T4-17. Please refer to your testimony at page 4, lines 22-23, which cites 

“available data.”  Also, please refer to the response of witness Cobb to DBP/USPS-T1-

5(b)-(c), where it states, “Payment for these informal [reshipping] arrangements entailed 

. . . deposit by a customer of funds in a postal administered account . . . [which] 

permitted weighing and rating of each package.”  Please confirm that the “available 

data” referred to in your testimony consists, in part, of information from postal 

administered accounts under these informal reshipping arrangements concerning the 

“weighing and rating” of packages.  If you do not confirm, please explain.  If you do 

confirm, please provide all data related to the weighing and rating of packages 

reshipped under these informal arrangements. 

OCA/USPS-T4-18. Please refer to your testimony at page 6, referring to “Data 

Collection,” and Attachment A, the “MC2005-1 Data Collection Plan.”  Please explain 

how the Data Collection Plan will obtain data to verify the assumptions, proxies and time 

estimates underlying the cost model for PFS developed in the Appendix accompanying 

the testimony of witness Abdirahman (USPS-T-3). 

OCA/USPS-T4-19. Please refer to your testimony, Attachment A, the “MC2005-1 Data 

Collection Plan,” where it states, “The Postal Service’s first preference is to rely upon 

existing data systems to estimate average zone and weight of PFS Priority Mail.”  Also, 

please refer to your response to OCA/USPS-T4-13, where it states, “the ODIS-RPW 

System will be able to identify [the PFS pieces] and capture per piece weight and three-

digit origin and destination ZIP Codes.  These estimates will be subject to sampling 

error which will vary inversely with the number of sampled PFS pieces.” 
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(a) Please provide the most recent computer system documentation of ODIS-

RPW. 

(b) Please provide all handbooks, guides, and manuals for ODIS-RPW.  

Include all publications similar to Publication 195 filed as USPS-LR-J-141 

in Docket No. R2001-1, and USPS-LR-J-16 filed in Docket No. R2001-1. 

(c) Please confirm that the statistical probability that ODIS-RPW sampling 

system will sample a PFS Priority Mail piece is approximately 0.00403 

(3,420,000 weekly PFS Priority Mail pieces / 848,633,000 Priority Mail 

volume, FY 2004).  If you do not confirm, please explain and provide the 

correct probability. 

(d) What is the probability that the ODIS-RPW sampling system will sample 

any Priority Mail piece (whether or not a PFS piece)?  Show all 

calculations used to derive this probability. 

(e) Given the small estimated volume of PFS Priority Mail pieces, please 

explain how the ODIS-RPW sampling system will obtain a sample of 

sufficient size to reliably estimate PFS Priority Mail volume. 

(f) Is the confidence interval for the estimated volume of PFS Priority Mail 

pieces by weight and zone likely to be larger, smaller, or equal to that of 

the confidence interval for Priority Mail pieces by weight and zone 

generally?  Please explain. 

(g) Is the coefficient of variation for the estimated volume of PFS Priority Mail 

pieces by weight and zone likely to be larger, smaller, or equal to that of 
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the coefficient of variation for the volume of Priority Mail pieces by weight 

and zone generally?  Please explain. 

(h) Please explain how ODIS-RPW will be changed during the PFS 

experiment to produce reliable estimates of PFS Priority Mail volume by 

weight and zone.   

OCA/USPS-T4-20. Please refer to your testimony, Attachment A, the “MC2005-1 Data 

Collection Plan,” where it states, “The Postal Service’s first preference is to rely upon 

existing data systems to estimate average zone and weight of PFS Priority Mail.”  Also, 

please refer to your response to OCA/USPS-T4-13, where it states, “the ODIS-RPW 

System will be able to identify [the PFS pieces] and capture per piece weight and three-

digit origin and destination ZIP Codes.  These estimates will be subject to sampling 

error which will vary inversely with the number of sampled PFS pieces.” 

(a) Please explain how the ODIS-RPW sampling system will separately 

estimate the volume of the regular weekly PFS Priority Mail reshipment 

pieces and the volume of second PFS Priority Mail reshipment pieces 

necessary to accommodate customers with large weekly mail volumes.  If 

the ODIS-RPW sampling system is unable to separately estimate the 

regular weekly PFS Priority Mail reshipment pieces and second PFS 

Priority Mail reshipment pieces, please explain how the Postal Service will 

obtain this information. 

(b) Please explain how the ODIS-RPW sampling system will estimate the 

volume of Package Services and Standard Mail packages, parcels and 

irregular pieces reshipped to PFS customers separately from, i.e., 
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“outside,” the regular weekly PFS Priority Mail reshipment pieces.  If the 

ODIS-RPW sampling system is unable to estimate the volume of Package 

Services and Standard Mail packages, parcels and irregular pieces 

reshipped to PFS customers “outside” the regular weekly PFS Priority Mail 

reshipment pieces, please explain how the Postal Service will obtain this 

information. 

OCA/USPS-T4-21. Please refer to your testimony, Attachment A, the “MC2005-1 Data 

Collection Plan,” where it states, “The Postal Service’s first preference is to rely upon 

existing data systems to estimate average zone and weight of PFS Priority Mail.” 

(a) Please explain how the ODIS-RPW sampling system will estimate the 

volume of Priority Mail flat-rate envelops used for weekly PFS Priority Mail 

reshipment pieces and for second PFS Priority Mail reshipment pieces. 

(b) Please explain whether, and how, ODIS-RPW collects and reports the 

weight and zone, generally, for Priority Mail flat-rate envelopes (whether or 

not they are PFS Priority Mail pieces). 

OCA/USPS-T4-22. Please refer to Attachment C of your testimony, revised January 7, 

2005.  

(a) Attachment C at page 1 shows Package Services “Pieces per HH per 

Week” of 0.3, citing the Household Diary Study Table 2.5.  Please confirm 

that 0.3 Package Services “Pieces per HH per Week” represents 3.3 (17 

Annual Package Services Pieces per Household / 52 weeks * 10 weeks of 

PFS reshipments per customer) Package Services pieces for the average 

PFS customer.  If you do not confirm, please explain. 
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(b) Attachment C at page 2 states that “I expect that PFS customers will tend 

to receive fewer . . . Package Services parcels at their primary addresses 

than the Household Diary Study indicates,” i.e., less than 0.3 Package 

Services “Pieces per HH per Week.”  How many Package Services 

“Pieces per HH per Week” do you estimate PFS customers will receive?  

Please show all calculations and explain all assumptions. 

 


