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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

POSTAL RATE COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, DC 20268-0001 

 

Before Commissioners:     George Omas, Chairman; 
Tony Hammond, Vice Chairman; 
Dana B. Covington, Sr.; and 
Ruth Y. Goldway 

 
Proposed Amendment to     Docket No. RM2004-1 
the Commission’s Rules 
 

COMMENTS OF THE PARCEL SHIPPERS ASSOCIATION 
TO THE PROPOSED RULE CONCERNING 
THE DEFINITION OF “POSTAL SERVICE” 

Pursuant to Commission Order No. 1424, the Parcel Shippers Association (“PSA”) offers 

the following comments. 

 

PSA had previously supported the Commission’s definition of “postal services” as 

proposed in Order No. 1389.  The Commission has now proposed to define that term by 

reference to the Service’s statutory duties and believes that this is an improvement over 

the rule originally proposed because it is linked to Postal Service duties rather than any 

specific activities engaged in by the Postal Service.  We do not disagree with that 

reasoning.  The definition of “postal service” continues to include package services.  

Because the weight limit on packages was deleted in 1982, the rule now proposes that 

“postal service” means the receipt, transmission, or delivery by the Postal Service of 

“mailable packages” without any weight restriction.  We applauded the Commission’s 

original proposed rule for its brevity, and believe this new proposed definition is even 

more concise.     
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We are once again gratified to see that the Postal Rate Commission has reaffirmed its 

view that existing law defines the core mission of the Postal Service to include “mailable 

packages.”   As an organization representing parcel shippers, it is important for us that 

the Commission has made such a straightforward statement that the receipt, transmission, 

or delivery of mailable packages is a core part of the mission of the USPS. 

 

We fully support the PRC’s definition of “postal service” and believe it will be a helpful 

inclusion as part of the Rules of Practice and Procedure. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

_______________________________ 

 Timothy J. May 

 Patton Boggs LLP 

 2550 M Street, NW 

 Washington, DC 20037-1350 

Counsel for Parcel Shippers Association 

 

Dated:    January 11, 2005  

 


