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JOINT MOTION OF THE OFFICE OF THE 
CONSUMER ADVOCATE AND THE POSTAL SERVICE

TO POSTPONE THE DATE FOR FILING REPLY COMMENTS

PURSUANT TO COMMISSION ORDER NO. 1423

(December 21, 2004)


In its Order No. 1423,
 the Commission established January 6, 2005, as the date for filing comments in reply to those filed initially on December 6, 2004.  The Office of the Consumer Advocate (OCA) stated in its initial comments
 that it planned to inform the Commission, in Reply Comments, of the outcome of an OCA request to the Postal Service
 for access to some Rule 102 materials that have not been filed with the Commission and additional materials not required under Rule 102.  The materials listed in OCA’s request to the Postal Service are related primarily to econometric analyses performed by the Postal Service’s witness, Dr. Bozzo, and OCA’s consultant, Dr. Roberts, as well as materials used by the Postal Service’s consultant, Dr. Bradley, in his new econometric study of city carrier costs.


Counsel for OCA and the Postal Service have discussed by telephone the length of time needed by the Postal Service to give careful consideration to OCA’s request.  Numerous postal staff members in several departments must be consulted before the Postal Service can make a final decision.  The OCA request, which was submitted just before the beginning of the holiday season, has been difficult to bring to the attention of all responsible staff members.  It is widely known that in most business environments offices tend not to be staffed fully until after New Year’s Day.  Consequently, the matters raised in OCA’s letter cannot be circulated to all responsible staff members until the week of January 3, 2005.  Postal Service counsel has informed the undersigned that the Postal Service should be able to respond to OCA’s request by January 14, 2005.

OCA and the Postal Service respectfully request that Reply Comments be rescheduled to one week following the date of the Postal Service’s decision – January 21, 2005.  Neither the OCA nor the Postal Service anticipate that the Commission or other commenters will suffer any disadvantage by a two-week postponement.

Wherefore, OCA and the Postal Service move to have the date for filing Reply Comments be rescheduled to January 21, 2005.
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� 	“Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking,” issued November 8, 2004.





� 	“Office of the Consumer Advocate Comments in Response to Commission Order No. 1423,” filed December 6, 2004.





� 	OCA’s Request was submitted to the Postal Service’s Chief Counsel, Dan Foucheaux, on December 2, 2004.





