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The United States Postal Service (“Postal Service”), Bank One Corporation (“Bank One”), the Office of Consumer Advocate (“OCA”), and Valpak Direct Marketing Systems, Inc., and Valpak Dealers’ Association, Inc. (collectively “Valpak”) respectfully move for a five-day extension of the current briefing schedule to enable the parties to complete settlement discussions.  Pursuant to Presiding Officer’s MC2004-3/5 (issued Sept. 16, 2004), initial briefs are now due tomorrow, October 1, and reply briefs are due on October 8.

The parties have made substantial progress toward reaching a settlement and are working vigorously to resolve issues so that a modified stipulation and settlement can by filed by tomorrow.   The parties are making best efforts to file a modified stipulation and settlement tomorrow but in any event will inform the Commission if a settlement is not possible by Monday, October 4, 2004.  If settlement is reached, an extension would also enable the other parties who signed the previous stipulation and agreement to determine whether to sign the modified stipulation as well.
  

.  

Accordingly, the undersigned participants respectfully request that the Commission establish October 6 as the new filing date for initial briefs, and October 13 as the filing date for reply briefs (if any).  We also request that the Commission set a deadline of October 8 for the filing of signatures by other parties in support of the modified settlement agreement.  In the unlikely event that any participant should oppose the modified settlement, we respectfully suggest that the opposition can be filed on October 6, as either a stand-alone document or as a part of the participant’s initial brief.  

To the extent that the relief requested herein requires the Commission to extend the period for issuing its Recommended Decision beyond the period otherwise allowed by Rule 196(d(1), the Postal Service and Bank One, as the intended beneficiaries of this procedural deadline, hereby consent to waive Rule 196(d)(1) to the extent necessary to accommodate the proposed extension of briefing.
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� In addition to the Postal Service, Bank One, and the OCA, the September 15 stipulation and agreement was signed by the Alliance of Nonprofit Mailers, American Bankers Association, American Postal Workers Union, AFL-CIO, Association for Postal Commerce, Magazine Publishers of America, Inc., National Association of Postmasters of the United States, National Postal Policy Council, and Parcel Shippers Association. 





