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Before The

POSTAL RATE COMMISSION


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20268B0001

	Experimental Priority Mail Flat-Rate Box, 2004
	ADVANCE \x288Docket No. MC2004-2


OBJECTION OF THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE

TO INTERROGATORY OF THE OFFICE OF THE CONSUMER ADVOCATE
(July 27, 2004)


In accordance with Rule 26 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and

Procedure, the United States Postal Service hereby files this notice of its objection to the following interrogatory, filed on July 16, 2004: OCA/USPS-T2-24.  This interrogatory reads:
OCA/USPS-T2-24.  Please refer to your answer to interrogatory OCA/USPS-T2-6.  In the first paragraph of your answer you state that:  “Postal Service carriers have collected mail along their routes for as long as there have been carriers.” I will designate this as type 1 carrier pickup service.  You then state that the “Carrier Pickup” service referenced in interrogatory 6 involves a web interface that enables mailers to alert their carrier of an anticipated collection via the internet.  I will designate this as type 2 carrier pickup service.

a. Does the historic free carrier pickup (type 1 service) limit in any way the deviation from a route that may be allowed to accomplish the pickup?  For example, if a rural carrier normally delivers a recipient’s mail to a roadside box that is 1/4 of a mile, say, from a farmhouse, is the carrier authorized to make a ½- mile round trip to the farmhouse and back to the main road to pick up a Priority Mail package?  Please explain.

b. Under the historic carrier pickup (type 1 service), how would a farmhouse resident inform the carrier that a Priority Mail package was ready for pickup?

c. If the carrier is not authorized to make the type of pickup described in part a. above, then how is the customer notified that a historic carrier pickup (type 1 service) is not available?  Would the carrier charge the $12.50 pickup fee for such a route deviation if the carrier is not authorized to make a free pickup as described in part a, above?  Please explain.

d. Does the “Carrier Pickup” service (type 2) limit in any way the deviation from a route that may be needed to accomplish the pickup?  For example, if a rural carrier normally delivers a recipient’s mail to a roadside box that is 1/4 of a mile, say, from a farmhouse, is the carrier authorized to make a ½- mile round trip to the farmhouse and back to the main road to pick up a Priority Mail package under the “Carrier Pickup” service (type 2)?  Please explain.

e. If the carrier is not authorized to make the type of pickup described in part d. above, then how is the customer notified that a free “Carrier Pickup” (type 2) is not available?  Would the carrier charge the $12.50 pickup fee for such a route deviation?  Please explain.

f. To give another example.  Let’s say that a customer who normally receives mail delivery at a clusterbox wishes to have the carrier pick up a Priority Mail package under the historic carrier pickup (type 1 service) and that the customer’s residence is 10 blocks from the clusterbox.  Historically, has the carrier been restricted from making a 20-block round-trip deviation from the route to pick up the Priority Mail package?  Please explain.

g. How would such a customer inform the carrier that a Priority Mail package is ready for pickup (type 1 service)?

h. If the carrier is not authorized to make the type of pickup described in part f, above, then how is the customer notified that a historic carrier pickup (type 1 service) is not available?  Would the carrier charge the $12.50 pickup fee for such a route deviation?  Please explain.

i. Does the “Carrier Pickup” service (type 2) limit in any way the deviation from a route that may be needed to accomplish the pickup?  Let’s say that a customer who normally receives mail delivery at a clusterbox wishes to have the carrier pick up a Priority Mail package under “Carrier Pickup” service (type 2) and that the customer’s residence is 10 blocks from the clusterbox.  Is the carrier  restricted from making a 20-block round-trip deviation from the route to pick up the Priority Mail package?   Please explain.

j. If the carrier is not authorized to make the type of pickup described in part i, above, then how is the customer notified that a free “Carrier Pickup” (type 2) is not available?  Would the carrier charge the $12.50 pickup fee for such a route deviation?  Please explain.


The Postal Service objects to this interrogatory on the grounds of relevance.   The scope of the Postal Service’s proposal in this case is a very limited one, presenting merely an additional mailing option for Priority Mail customers.  The proposed flat-rate boxes would be eligible for carrier collection on terms similar to all other Priority Mail, and other types of mail.  The Postal Service’s recent promotion of such carrier pickup services is peripheral, at best, to the case at hand.  Furthermore, the rate proposed for Priority Mail flat-rate boxes was derived from the existing Priority Mail rate schedule, so as to place the proposed new classification on an equal footing with existing rates.  The costs of a recently-promoted web interface to facilitate carrier collection of Priority and other mail has no bearing on the proposal.  Therefore, the Postal Service must continue to resist efforts to expand the scope of this proceeding into an examination of the costing of carrier collection activities relating to Express Mail, and Priority Mail as a whole, activities and costs that have no specific relation to the proposal at hand.  
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