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OCA/USPS-T2-24.  Please refer to your answer to interrogatory OCA/USPS-T2-6.  In 

the first paragraph of your answer you state that:  “Postal Service carriers have 

collected mail along their routes for as long as there have been carriers.” I will designate 

this as type 1 carrier pickup service.  You then state that the “Carrier Pickup” service 

referenced in interrogatory 6 involves a web interface that enables mailers to alert their 

carrier of an anticipated collection via the internet.  I will designate this as type 2 carrier 

pickup service. 

a. Does the historic free carrier pickup (type 1 service) limit in any way the deviation 

from a route that may be allowed to accomplish the pickup?  For example, if a 

rural carrier normally delivers a recipient’s mail to a roadside box that is 1/4 of a 

mile, say, from a farmhouse, is the carrier authorized to make a ½- mile round 

trip to the farmhouse and back to the main road to pick up a Priority Mail 

package?  Please explain. 

b. Under the historic carrier pickup (type 1 service), how would a farmhouse 

resident inform the carrier that a Priority Mail package was ready for pickup? 

c. If the carrier is not authorized to make the type of pickup described in part a. 

above, then how is the customer notified that a historic carrier pickup (type 1 

service) is not available?  Would the carrier charge the $12.50 pickup fee for 

such a route deviation if the carrier is not authorized to make a free pickup as 

described in part a, above?  Please explain. 

d. Does the “Carrier Pickup” service (type 2) limit in any way the deviation from a 

route that may be needed to accomplish the pickup?  For example, if a rural 

carrier normally delivers a recipient’s mail to a roadside box that is 1/4 of a mile, 
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say, from a farmhouse, is the carrier authorized to make a ½- mile round trip to 

the farmhouse and back to the main road to pick up a Priority Mail package 

under the “Carrier Pickup” service (type 2)?  Please explain. 

e. If the carrier is not authorized to make the type of pickup described in part d. 

above, then how is the customer notified that a free “Carrier Pickup” (type 2) is 

not available?  Would the carrier charge the $12.50 pickup fee for such a route 

deviation?  Please explain. 

f. To give another example.  Let’s say that a customer who normally receives mail 

delivery at a clusterbox wishes to have the carrier pick up a Priority Mail package 

under the historic carrier pickup (type 1 service) and that the customer’s 

residence is 10 blocks from the clusterbox.  Historically, has the carrier been 

restricted from making a 20-block round-trip deviation from the route to pick up 

the Priority Mail package?  Please explain. 

g. How would such a customer inform the carrier that a Priority Mail package is 

ready for pickup (type 1 service)? 

h. If the carrier is not authorized to make the type of pickup described in part f, 

above, then how is the customer notified that a historic carrier pickup (type 1 

service) is not available?  Would the carrier charge the $12.50 pickup fee for 

such a route deviation?  Please explain. 

i. Does the “Carrier Pickup” service (type 2) limit in any way the deviation from a 

route that may be needed to accomplish the pickup?  Let’s say that a customer 

who normally receives mail delivery at a clusterbox wishes to have the carrier 

pick up a Priority Mail package under “Carrier Pickup” service (type 2) and that 
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the customer’s residence is 10 blocks from the clusterbox.  Is the carrier  

restricted from making a 20-block round-trip deviation from the route to pick up 

the Priority Mail package?   Please explain. 

j. If the carrier is not authorized to make the type of pickup described in part i, 

above, then how is the customer notified that a free “Carrier Pickup” (type 2) is 

not available?  Would the carrier charge the $12.50 pickup fee for such a route 

deviation?  Please explain. 

 
OCA/USPS-T2-25.  Please describe, step-by-step (action-by-action), how a retail clerk 

accepts a pound/zone-rate Priority Mail package at the window.  Please compare this 

(step-by-step, action-by-action) to your expectation of how a Priority Mail flat-rate box 

will be accepted. 

 
OCA/USPS-T-26.  Please describe how and where postage on a pound/zone-rate 

Priority Mail package is verified following pickup by a carrier. 

 
OCA/USPS-T-27. Please confirm that verification of postage for a Priority Mail flat-

rate box would be less time-consuming than verification of a pound/zone-rate Priority 

Mail package since the flat-rate box would not have to be weighed and the zone would 

not have to be determined.  If you do not confirm, please explain. 

 
OCA/USPS-T2-28.  Please confirm that acceptance of a Priority Mail flat-rate box at a 

retail window is likely to be less costly than the acceptance of a zone/pound-rate Priority 

Mail package since: 
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a. the pound-rate box must be weighed, but the flat-rate box would not be weighed.  

If you do not confirm, please explain. 

b. the zone-rate box must be checked for the origin and destination ZIP code 

information so that the zone can be determined, but such information is not noted 

for the flat-rate box.  If you do not confirm, please explain. 

 
OCA/USPS-T2-29.  Please confirm that the entry into the mailstream of a Priority Mail 

flat-rate box via carrier pickup is likely to be less costly than the entry of a zone/pound-

rate Priority Mail package via carrier pickup since: 

a. the pound-rate box must be weighed after it has entered the postal mailstream to 

verify that the postage applied is correct, but the flat-rate box would not be 

weighed.  If you do not confirm, please explain. 

b. the zone-rate box must be checked to assure it has origin and destination ZIP 

code information so that the zone can be determined and the postage amount 

verified, but the flat-rate box would not need to be checked for such information.  

If you do not confirm, please explain. 


