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OCA/USPS-T1-28. Your testimony at page 13 states in reference to data generation 

that "The ODIS-RPW data will indicate what gravitates to the flat-rate box by weight and 

zone, but not the origin of that volume."   

a. Please explain how the ODIS-RPW data will enable the Postal Service to 

determine what flat-rate boxes gravitated from various zone rate 

categories if ODIS-RPW does not also obtain the origin of the volume so 

as to determine the distance the flat-rate box will travel and therefore 

calculate the zone category from which it gravitated.  

b. Please address how the Postal Service will ascertain the ZIP code of 

origin so as to determine the zones traveled. 

c. Isn’t it correct that neither mailers nor postal employees need to know the 

ZIP code of origin to calculate the Priority Mail flat-rate box postage?  

Please explain. 

d. Will ODIS-RPW data collectors use the return address to determine ZIP 

code of origin or will they use another source of information?  Please 

discuss. 

 
OCA/USPS-T1-29. Do the city carrier cost study, the rural carrier cost study and the 

recent Bradley study need to be modified to reflect: 

a. the new free pick up service for Express Mail and Priority Mail and  

b. the new Priority Mail flat-rate box service? 

c. If not, why not? 
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OCA/USPS-T1-30. Please explain how the free carrier pick up of Priority Mail flat-rate 

boxes at the door of mailers will be reflected in the recent Bradley carrier cost study.  

a. Will the additional carrier time for free new flat-rate box pick ups be 

accounted for in the volume variability portion of the study?  If so, what 

modifications to the study will need to be taken to reflect the impact of this 

new service?  

b. Will the additional carrier time for free new flat-rate box pick ups be 

reflected in the distribution keys related to Priority Mail?  If so, what 

modifications to the study will needed to reflect the impact of this new 

service in the distribution keys.  

 

OCA/USPS-T1-31. Please refer to your response to OCA/USPS-T1-1 and your 

testimony at page 4, line 18, where you note the average realized revenue of $5.92 is 

not for a flat rate box of 0.34 cubic feet, but rather for "existing Priority Mail parcels of 

comparable size."   Because it appears that the $5.92 figure is derived mathematically 

by using a 0.34 cubic foot box, why do you qualify the characterization of the calculated 

$5.92 as applying to parcels of "comparable size" rather than stating that the $5.92 

represents the average revenue for a 0.34 cubic foot box? 

 

OCA/USPS-T1-32. Your "base rate" of $5.92 was determined by a study of the density 

of Priority Mail boxes in the mailstream.  Do you believe that the density of the new 

Priority Mail flat-rate boxes will differ from the density of the current Priority Mail as 
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estimated?  If so, by what percentage listed below do you expect the density of the new 

Priority Mail flat-rate boxes to differ from the estimated density of tested Priority Mail? 

a. a decrease in density? 

b. a five percent increase in density?  

c. a 10 percent increase in density? 

d. a 15 percent increase in density? 

e. a 20 percent increase in density? 

f. If you expect a percentage change that differs from the above choices, 

please specify that percentage. 

g. Please explain your reasoning. 

 


