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Presiding Officer’s Ruling No. C2001-3/31 directed me to comment on the procedural schedule by September 27, 2002.
  This ruling was issued on the one-year anniversary of Order No. 1320,
 which instituted a formal docket to hear this complaint.


Unfortunately, several outstanding discovery requests from intervenor David B. Popkin and me have been languishing for nearly one year.  Perhaps most notorious of the unanswered discovery requests is my interrogatory DFC/USPS-13,
 which explores whether mail for which the service standard was changed from two days to three days, under the guise of the unreliability of air transportation, is still transported by air.   In POR C2001-3/31, the presiding officer commented that the Postal Service’s “failure to observe the latest deadline appears to represent a considered decision to decline to participate in this proceeding in a manner that would allow its fair and timely resolution.”  POR C2001-3/31 at 1.  The presiding officer also noted that “fairness to the complainant” is a factor “that cannot be ignored” in discussing the status of this complaint.  Id. at 2.

At this time, I am unable to provide any specific information concerning the procedural schedule beyond the information that I provided on February 1, 2002, in my motion to suspend the deadline for filing my direct case.
  However, the decision in POR C2001-3/19
 to establish a deadline for filing direct testimony that is 4½ weeks after the Postal Service has filed all responses to outstanding discovery requests appears still to be the next reasonable step in advancing this case toward resolution.








Respectfully submitted,

Dated:  September 27, 2002
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