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The Parcel Shippers Association (“PSA”) is a signatory to the Stipulation and Agreement (“Settlement Agreement”) submitted by the Postal Service in the above-captioned proceeding.  We support the proposed rate and classification changes contained in the Settlement Agreement in their entirety.  



In ordinary circumstances PSA, as well as other parties, would have taken issue with a number of the rate increases proposed for Package Services, Priority Mail and Bound Printed Matter, as well as the Standard Parcel Surcharge.  Chairman Omas has shrewdly guided the parties to this statesmanlike conclusion of this proceeding.  This is not the time for protracted litigation while the Postal Service’s revenue position remains so precarious.  The Settlement Agreement has been signed by 56 parties and opposed by only one.  The signatories represent every major class, subclass and service.  The Settlement properly protects the interests of all users.  


The Postal Service is to be congratulated on being so quickly forthcoming in responding to issues raised by several parties and resolving those issues quickly.  The Postal Service also showed flexibility in agreeing to an effective date for implementation of the rates and classifications embodied in the Settlement, as well as giving what assurances it could for some period of rate stability before the next general rate proceeding is commenced. 


The evidence in the record, and the representations of the signatory parties, provide an adequate basis for the Commission to make its independent assessment that the rate and classification proposals set forth in the Agreement are supported by the record, are consistent with the Act, and should be recommended.  For those reasons, we urge the Commission to recommend to the Governors the adoption of the rates and classifications set forth in the Settlement Agreement.
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