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RIAA/USPS-T-43-5 Please refer to your response to PostCom/USPS-T43-20, in which
you refer to instructions for Question 22 in USPS-LR-I-14/R2000-1 for “provid[ing]
documentation on how the In-Office Cost System (IOCS) defines a flat, an automation
flat, a parcel, and an IPP.” Please further refer to your response to PostCom/USPS-
T43-2p, in which you refer to sections C050 and
C820 of the Domestic Mail Manual for “provid[ing] documentation on how the
Domestic Mail Manual defines a flat, an automation flat, a parcel, and an IPP.”

(b) Please confirm that section CO50.3.2 of the current Domestic Mail Manual refers to
section C820 for “dimensional criteria” for “automation-compatible flat-size mail.” If
not confirmed, please explain fully.

(c) Please confirm that section C820.1.0 of the current Domestic Mail Manual states that
pieces may qualify as automation-compatible flat-size mail under either the FSM 881
or FSM 1000 requirements. If not confirmed, please explain fully.

(d) Please confirm that an item with a length between 4 and 13 inches, a height
between 4 and 12 inches, and a thickness greater than 0.75 inch but less than 1.25
inches satisfies the size definitions of an automation-compatible flat-size mail piece
according to the FSM 1000 requirements in section C820.3.3 of the current
Domestic Mail Manual. If not confirmed, please explain fully.

(f) Please confirm that the current definition of the size requirements for FSM 1000
automation-compatible flat-size mail became effective on October 4, 1998.

Response:

(b) Confirmed.  However, the definition of a flat in DMM C050.3.1 is more limited in

scope and is more consistent with how the piece is handled in mail processing and

delivery operations.  There are pieces that meet the FSM 1000 automation

compatible definitions on C820.3 yet are handled as parcels in mail processing and

delivery operations.  See page 19, lines 1-31 of my testimony, USPS-T-39.

(c) Confirmed.

(d) Confirmed.

(f)  Confirmed.
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