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NDMSJUSPS-T32-22. 

a. Is it correct that any mail piece that has a length greater than 1 ‘I .5” is a “non- 
letter,” by definition? Please explain any negative answer. 

b. Is it correct than any mail piece that has a height greater than 6.125” is a 
“non-letter,” by definition? Please explain any negative answer. 

c. Is it correct that any mail piece that has a thickness greater than 0.25” is a 
“non-letter,” by definition? Please explain any negative answer. 

d. Please define the term “nonstandard letter,” and explain how “letters” 
constitute 58 percent of nonstandard First-Class pieces (LR-H-‘I 12, Exhibit 
A). What characteristics enable these pieces to be classified as “letters” 
instead of fiats or parcels? 

RESPONSE: 

(a)-(c) Yes. As stated in Section CO50.2.0 of the Domestic Mail Manual, letter- 

size mail may not be more than II-l/2 inches long, 6-l/8 inches high, or ‘/4 inch 

thick. 

(d) Section ClOO,4.0 of the Domestic Mail Manual defines Nonstalndard First- 

Class Mail as follows: 

Except for Priority Mail, any piece of First-Class Mail weighing 1 ounce or 
less and not claimed at a card rate is nonstandard and subject to the 
applicable surcharge if its thickness exceeds ‘/4 inch or if, bzlsed on the 
placement (orientation) of the address, its length exceeds 1,1-l/2 inches, 
its height exceeds 6-l/8 inches, or its aspect ratio (length di,tiided by 
height) is less than 1.3 or more than 2.5. 

The relationship between length and height, or the aspect ratio, can make 

letters of nonstandard-size, even if they are within the mail dimensiions described 

in NDMS/USPS-T32-22(a)-(c) above. For example, a letter that is 4 inches 

long, 4 inches in height, and l/8 inch in thickness would be nonstandard 

because its aspect ratio of 1 .O (4 inches / 4 inches) is less than 1.3, not because 

of its length alone, height alone, or thickness. 
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