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On May 30, 2000, Douglas F. Carlson moved to compel responses fo interrogato-
ries DFC/USPS-T34-24-26, filed on May 10, 2000. The Postal Service had objected to
these interrogatories as lacking relevance to the matters at issue in this prdceeding,
and as inappropriate follow-up. See Objection of United States Postal Service to
Carlson Interrogatories DFC/USPS-24-27 (May 22, 2000).

The Postal Service remains concerned that many of these questions could have
been posed earlier in the proceeding, rather than at this late stage under the guise of
purported follow-up. As stated in its objections, many of these questions bear on
issues explored much earlier in the proceeding, and could have been raised prior to the
end of discovery on the Postal Service’s direct case. See Objection of United States
Postal Service to Carlson Interrogatories DFC/USPS-24-27 (May 22, 2000). The
Postal Service also stands by its relevance objections. For example, with respect to
interrogatory 25, the estimated date on which NCR and IBM retail terminals will be
programmed to provide certain service-standard information for First-Class Mail has
absolutely no bearing on the rate and classification issues to be determined in this
case, regardless of the theories that Mr. Carlson may ultimately present on brief.

Nevertheless, in an effort to resolve these outstanding discovery disputes with the

minimum of wear and tear on the resources of the Postal Service and the Commission,
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the Postal Service is willing to provide, over objection, responses to interrogatories 25
and 26.
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