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DIRECT TESTIMONY OF ROSEMARY WELLS ON 

BEHALF OF ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN PUBLISHERS 


My name is Rosemary Wells.  I am an author and illustrator of over 60 children’s books.  

I have created children’s characters such as Max and Ruby, Noisy Nora, Yoko and McDuff in books such as Max’s First Word, Max’s Chocolate Chicken, Bunny Cakes, Noisy Nora, Yoko and McDuff Moves In.   I also have produced a series of books that introduce young children to traditional nursery rhymes, including Here Comes Mother Goose and My First Mother Goose. In my 30 years as an author, I have won numerous awards for my work in children’s literature, including more than 20 American Library Association Notable Book citations, the New York Times Book Review Best Illustrated Book of the Year Award, and  the Boston Globe – Horn Book Award.  I also am a long-time advocate of children’s literacy. A brief biography and list of books that I have published is found in Attatchment-1 to my Testimony.

 
1. 
Reason for My Testimony 


Many of my books are published by Scholastic Inc., a member of the Association of American Publishers (“AAP”).   I understand that the Postal Service is requesting that the rates for “Bound Printed Matter” be raised by as much as 26%.  I also understand that one of the important ways in which my books reach children is through the mail, and that such mail is often sent at Bound Printed Matter rates.


I have reviewed the testimony of Patricia Schroeder, the President of AAP.  I support Ms. Schroeder’s testimony wholeheartedly, and want to explain to the Commission specifically the effect that my books – and the books of other children’s authors – have on the health and well-being of the children of our nation. I also want to stress the importance of children’s literacy as an underlying value of our society.  I believe that these values must be taken into account when determining the appropriate postal rates for books sent as Bound Printed Matter.


2.
Children’s Books Are Critical to the Health

 

and Well-being of Our Nation’s Children 


A children’s book is not merely “Bound Printed Matter” but a gateway to a world of learning, understanding and pleasure for children.  Any parent or grandparent who has seen the wonder in a child’s eyes when they open a new book for the first time knows this.  Books stimulate a child to form their own pictures in the mind and thereby foster their imagination.  Books create a shared experience between a parent and child, leading to better bonding and caregiving.  They invite active response and communication and teach a child to repeat and practice language.  Sharing books with children encourages them to associate books, reading and language with a loving and nurturing environment.  Fundamentally, books instill values and experiences beyond mass culture – they furnish a child’s mind with permanent ideas and images.  They are critical not only to the intellectual development of the individual child but also to the health of our nation’s children as a whole.


In 1997, I wrote a book, Read to Your Bunny, which conveys the importance of reading.  I wrote it in conjunction with the campaign of the Association of Booksellers for Children to encourage parents to read to their children for 20 minutes a day.  Using this book, Scholastic, the American Booksellers Association and the Association of Booksellers for Children also took part in the “Prescription for Reading” Program.”  Pediatricians were encouraged to give a “prescription” to parents which could be redeemed at local bookstores for a free copy of my book.  The program also served as a basis for encouraging pediatricians to explain to parents that reading to children is part of routine pediatric care, much in the way that pediatricians provide advice regarding nutrition, immunizations and child-safety.


3. 
Higher Rates for Sending Books Through the Mail Conflicts

With Goals That Childhood Reading Seeks to Promote 


Books are part of the basic fabric of our nation.  They promote our values as a society.  Our children learn by example, and what better way to teach than through books.  Our national institutions should advance children’s reading and not undermine it.  It makes perfect sense that Congress would have enacted a law that requires that postal rates for mail used to distribute books receive special consideration.  Based on Ms. Schroeder’s testimony, I understand that such a requirement does exist.   


I am shocked to learn that the Postal Service has decided that the rates for sending books through the mail need to be increased by staggering amounts.   I am concerned that these rate increases will hurt the efforts that I and others have undertaken to encourage childhood reading.  These  consequences of the Postal Service’s proposed rate increases may be unintended, but they could have long and lasting effects on our nation’s children.  I urge the Commission carefully to consider the value of books, particularly books for our children, which are sent as Bound Printed Matter as it conducts the proceeding on the proposed rate increases.
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