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The United States Postal Service hereby objects in part to United Parcel Service 

interrogatories UPS/USPS-Tl5-22(b) and 30(c) and (d) directed to witness Bouo on 

March 23,200O. The partial objections are based on relevance and burden. 

UPS/USPS-T1522(b) states: 

Section II of Library Reference USPS-LR-I-107 describes an EPL data file called 
usps.qffp with annual prices for postal equipment from FY 1966 to FY 1998, and 
a program file essetprices.ep/ which uses usps.qffp to output a text file called 
prices containing annual national prices for four postal asset types (CSE, PSE, 
AHE, and MHE). 

(a) Does uspaqti, contain more price information than that contained in 
prices? 

(b) If your answer to part (a) is yes, provide an Excel data file containing 
the data in uspsqffp, along with a description of the variables contained in this 
file. 

The data file uspsqffp contains all of the data used to compute quarterly total factor 

productivity and a great deal of that material that was not used by witness Bouo. In 

fact, it contains a great deal of data that has nothing to do with either mail processing or 

even clerks and mailhandlers. For example, it contains transportation data taken from 
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trial balance accounts.’ The information requested in subpart (b) thus is irrelevant 

to witness Bouo’s analysis. Providing all of the material also would be burdensome. 

The Postal Service is prepared, however, to respond to the interrogatory with reference 

to the subset of variables used by witness Bouo. 

UPS/USPS-T1 5-30(c) and (d) state: 

The actual program assetprices.ep/, contained in Section II of Library 
Reference, USPS-LR-I-107, uses as an input the EPL data file uspstip, yet on 
pages 27-28 of Library Reference USPS-LR-I-107, in your description of 
assetpricesepl, you describe the input file as usps.qffp. Is usps.ffp the same as 
usps.qffp? Which is the correct name for the file? The remainder of this and 
other questions, refer to the EPL data file used by assef.prices.epl by the name 
usps.qffp. 

.t.* 

(c) Provide the program file or files which process the original source data to 
create the EPL data file usps.qffp. 

(d) Provide a complete list with definitions of all variables contained in usps.qffp. 

As discussed above, the file usps.qffp contains data not used in witness Bouo’s 

analysis and not related to mail processing or clerks and mailhandlers. This material is 

not relevant. Also, because a great deal of material is included, it would be 

burdensome to produce. As with the earlier-discussed interrogatory, the Postal Service 

will respond with regard to the subset of variables used by witness Bono to the extent 

such information has not already been provided. 

1’ Much of the information in usps.qffp is available from other sources. For example, 
USPS-LR-I-9 contain the FY 1998 trial balance. Witness Meehan’s Cost Segment 14 
spreadsheets contained in her B Workpapers and numerous other library references in 
this case contain data relating to transportation. 
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For the foregoing reasons, the Postal Service objects in part to interrogatories 

UPS/USPS-Tl5-22(b) and 30(c) and (d). 
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