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The United States Postal Service hereby provides its response to the following 

interrogatory of Magazine Publishers of America: MPA/USPS-1, filed on February 8, 

2000. 

The interrogatory is stated verbatim and is followed by the response. 

Respectfully submitted, 

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 

By its attorneys: 

Daniel J. Foucheaux, Jr. 
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RESPONSE OF UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE TO INTERROGATORIES OF THE 
MAGAZINE PUBLISHERS OF AMERICA 

MPAIUSPS-1. Please refer to Columns (l)-(4) ~of Base Year 1998 - USPS Version WS 
10.0.3 PI and Columns (l)-(4) of Fiscal Year 1998 - PRC Version WS 10.0.3 PI. 

(a) Please confirm that total letters and flats pieces from FY 1998 2858R Survey 
Data are approximately half the total letters and flats pieces from the FY 
1996 2858R Survey Data. If confirmed, please explain in detail why this is 
so. If not confirmed, please provide the appropriate percentage change 
figure between the two years and provide an explanation of the change. 

(b) Please confirm that according to the National Mail Count, flats (as a 
percentage of total flats and letters) decreased from 42 percent in 1996 to 
40 percent in FY 1998, while according to the 2858R Survey, flats (as a 
percentage of total flats and letters) increased from 33 percent in FY 1996 to 
36 percent in FY 1998. If confirmed, please explain in detail these 
conflicting trends. If not confirmed, please provide the correct figures and 
explain the trends. 

RESPONSE: 

(a) Confirmed. For FY 1996, four (4) weeks of 2858R Survey data was used, 

whereas for FY 1998, only two (2) weeks of 2858R Survey data was used 

The FY 1998 data are being revised to reflect four (4) weeks of 2858R data. 

(b) Not confirmed. For FY 1998, the percentage of flats for the 2858R Survey 

Data shown in the cited work papers is incorrect. The correct percentage 

should be 33.91, which is about one-half percent higher than the FY 96 flats 

proportion. Two potential reasons for the difference in trends between the 

two systems are sampling error in the 2858R Survey Data, and improved 

training for 2858R Survey data collectors. The 2658R Survey, otherwise 

known as the Rural Carrier Cost System, is designed to produce precise 

annual estimates, with a sample size of over 6,000 tests. However, for the 

four-week period of the National Mail Count, only 352 Rural Carrier Cost 
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System tests were conducted. Sampling error n.ssociated with the small 

sample size may account for some of the observed difference. Furthermore, 

because of the disparity in the flats proportion between the National Mail 

Count and the Rural ‘Carrier Cost System in provious years, extensive 

training was provided to data collectors to ensure that they properly recorded 

non-DPS (delivery point sequence) mailpieces over five (5) inches high as 

flats, to ensure the 2858R Survey Data is consistent with the way routes are 

evalauted. This improved training may have contributed to the divergent 

trends while reducing the disparity between the two data sources. As the 

attached spreadsheet indicates, changes resulting from the discovery of this 

error are very small 
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Base Year 1999 -USPS version 
C/S 10 RURAL CARRIERS 
VOLUME VARIABLE COST WITH NEW FLATS ADJUSTMENT 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that I have this day served the foregoing document upon all 
participants of record in this proceeding in accordance with section 12 of the Rules of 
Practice. 

&CL %Li!i! 
Susan M. Duchek 

475 L’Enfant Plaza West, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20260-l 137 
(202) 268-2990 Fax -5402 
February 22,200O 
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MPAIUSPS-1. Please refer to Columns (l)-(4) of Base Year 1998 - USPS Version WS 
10.0.3 Pl and Columns (l)-(4) of Fiscal Year 1996 - PRC Version WS 10.0.3 PI. 

(a) Please confirm that total letters and flats pieces from FY 1998 2858R Survey 
Data are approximately half the total letters and flats pieces from the FY 
1996 2858R Survey Data. If confirmed, please explain in detail why this is 
so.’ H not confirmed, please provide tire appropriate percentage change 
figure between the two years and proviue an explanation of the change. 

(b) Please confirm that according to the National Mail Count, flats (as a 
percentage of total flats and letters) decreased from 42 percent in 1996 to 
40 percent in FY 1998, while according to the 2858R Survey, flats (as a 
percentage of total flats and letters) increased from 33 percent in FY 1996 to 
36 percent in FY 1998. If confirmed, please explain in detail these 
conflicting trends. If not confirmed, please provide the correct figures and 
explain the trends. 

RESPONSE: 

(a) Confirmed. For FY 1998, four (4) weeks of 2858R Survey data was used, 

whereas for FY 1998, only two (2) weeks of 2858R Survey data was used. 

The FY 1998 data are being revised to reflect four (4) weeks of 2858R data. 

(b) Not confirmed. For FY 1998, the percentage of flats for the 2858R Survey 

Data shown in the cited work papers is incorrect. The correct percentage 

should be 33.91, which is about one-half percent higher than the FY 96 flats 

proportion. Two potential reasons for the difference in trends between the 

two systems are sampling error in the 2858R Survey Data, and improved 

training for 2858R Survey data collectors. The 285813 Survey, otherwise 

known as the Rural Carrier Cost System, is designed to produce precise 

annual estimates, with a sample size of over 6,000 tests. However, for the 

four-week period of the National Mail Count, only 352 Rural Carrier Cost 
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System tests were conducted. Sampling error associated with the small 

sample size may account for some of the observed difference. Furthermore, 

because of the disparity in the flats proportion between the National Mail 

Count and the Rural Carrier Cost System in previous years, extensive 

training was provided to data collectors to ensure that they properly recorded 

non-DPS (delivery point sequence) mailpieces over five (5) inches high as 

flats, to ensure the 2858R Survey Data is consistent with the way routes are 

evalauted. This improved training may have contributed to the divergent 

trends while reducing the disparity between the two data sources. As the 

attached spreadsheet indicates, changes resulting from the discovery of this 

error are very small. 

., 

R2000-1 



Base Year 1998 - USPS Version 
C/S 0 RURAL CARRIERS 
VOL 

t 
ME VARIABLE COST WITH NEW FIATS ADJUSTMENT 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that I have this day served the foregoing document upon all 
participants of record in this proceeding in accordance with section 12 of the Rules of 
Practice. 

m 
Susan M. Duchek 

475 L’Enfant Plaza West, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20260-I 137 
(202) 268-2990 Fax -5402 
February 22,200O 


