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July 13, 2022
 
 
Postal Regulatory Commission
901 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 200
Washington, DC 20268
 
 
Dear Commissioners,

I represent Texas Electric Cooperatives (TEC) in submitting these comments in response to
the aggressive postage price increases being planned and implemented.

TEC is a statewide association representing 76 electric cooperatives in Texas. All electric
cooperatives operate as not-for-profit entities and are owned by the people they serve. Co-ops power
nearly 2 million Texas households and businesses. Not only do Texas electric cooperatives serve
essential energy needs, but they also serve as engines of economic development in communities
throughout the state. Electric cooperatives strive daily to fulfill their primary mission of providing
safe and reliable electric service at a fair price.

Collectively, TEC and our members send more than 3.5 million pieces of mail monthly at a
cost of more than $1 million. The average 6.5% postage increase July 10 translates to an increase of
more than $65,000 monthly and $780,000 annually. Combined with other increases in the costs of
goods, these postage increases are financially untenable and will create significant financial
challenges.

Mailings made by Texas electric cooperatives include billing statements, legal notices and
magazines to provide consumer-members with critical information about their cooperative. This
critical information helps members use electricity safely, take part in the democratic ownership of
their co-op, participate in energy management and conservation programs, and plan for system
maintenance. Because cooperatives are member-owned and not-for-profit, all cost increases,
including mailing cost increases, will be passed along directly to members. This increase is a direct
threat to the price consumer-members will pay for electric service. And, because the U.S. Postal
Service is the dominant provider of mail delivery in rural and suburban areas of Texas, the rate
increases will have a significant and dire impact on electric cooperatives. 

The continuation of these aggressive increases will force us to reduce mail volume, thereby
directly reducing revenue for the USPS as well as negatively affecting associated businesses.

We urge you to enact recommendations in the petition filed by the Alliance of Nonprofit
Mailers on April 11, 2022, (Docket RM 2022-5). Responding positively to this petition will guide
you in taking strong steps to restrict increases to no more than once per year and capping the
percentage increases to keep postage rates for us and our members affordable and avoid continued
significant and negative impacts on all the consumer-members of electric cooperatives in Texas.
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Respectfully submitted,

 
 

 
Martin Bevins
VP Communications & Member Services, Texas Electric Cooperatives
1122 Colorado Street-24th Floor, Austin, TX 78701           
office: 512.486.6249 cell: 512.584.7758 fax: 512.763.3387
 
Proud Publisher of Texas Co-op Power
 

https://www.texas-ec.org/
https://vimeo.com/423382587

